























It was good to hear that pilgrims from Britain were included in the
daily pilgrim list read out before the Mass. The whole thing was very
much in holiday mode!

Other highlights were two art exhibitions. One, in the Hotel
San Martin de Pinario, was of pictures painted by young Poles and
Spaniards to mark this 30th papal anniversary.* The other, at the
Pilgrim Museum on the Rada de San Miguel featured Asturian artist
Alfredo Gonzalez and his exquisite line and wash drawings of Santiago
- ‘Por Fin Santiago!” A treat — and as many treats are — complete
serendipity.

The whole city was a wonderful kaleidoscope of sunshine, rainbows
and rain, flashes of umbrella-varieties, excellent coffee, views in
and out, an iced-cake of baroque ornamentation, churches galore,
sparkling granite, quiet streets, back streets, parks and allotments.

Before we left, ] went back into the almost-empty Monday morning
cathedral and climbed up alone to gaze out from behind the golden
statue of St James and then pause in the crypt and reflect on what it
is that brings so many - however they arrive — to this obscure small
city at the far end of Europe. Whether one has walked, ridden, sailed,
driven or flown, there is something intangibly special about Santiago
de Compostela which sets it apart from just another city. There is
something in the grey stones which exudes welcome and otherness.
I'm glad to have been, even if I did not step every mile of the way. St
James’ welcome is there with an embrace for us all.

*Editor's Note: In his message from Santiago de Compostela in 1982, Pope John Paul li gave
this exhortation to Europeans: “Find your way to yourself. Be yourself. Rediscover your
origins. Relive your roots... You can continue to be an arc of light for culture and a driving
force for progress in the world.”






Oviedo. Sello. Albergue, Cathedral and information office.
(From the CSJ Pilgrim Guides to Spain, Number 4F)

I was a novice peregrina, about to take her first steps along the
camino, self-conscious with sticks, hat and map case. Here is the
cathedral, but where do I find the sello - the stamp for my pilgrim’s
credentials, that proves that I have passed through Oviedo on this day
the Ist of September 2012 in search of I'm not sure what. My shiny
pristine CS] passport, is without an entry. A sello, what does it look
like, and where to find it? Equally pristine Spanish, learned from a
book, untried, untested: ;jDonde estd el sello? Practice the phrase, find
someone who might know, and ask.

At that relatively early hour of 10am the tourist crowds were not yet
stirring. The cathedr: was quiet, devoid of vergers or clerics. Then,
I noticed the doors to the Cdmera Santa being opened for tourists.
I felt quite sheepish going in, not wishing to see the Cdmera Santa -
as I needed to be on my way, sightseeing would have to happen at a
later visit — I merely need to find out where I might get my passport
stamped.

‘sSello?” “Yes, we can stamp your passport” The man looked very
carefully at the passport (it is larger, glossier than the usual ones, and
in the case of mine entirely void of stamps), and then very carefully at
me. He rummaged in a drawer, produced a stamp and a stamp pad,
and very precisely stamped the first square, and with equal precision
wrote the date, 1,9, 2012. Ibecame a pilgrim.

And did then what good pilgrims do at every opportunity. I sat
down at a cafe and ordered a cafe con leche. It was very much smaller
than I expected. I would soon learn to order a “grande”, I would also
learn to stir in as many packets of sugar as I had been given - good
healthy calories, all to be converted into energy. But I was a novice
then.

I was a novice, a self-conscious novice, and one without any sense
of direction. I had the map in the map case, the Pilgrim’s Guide to Spain
no4 with its detailed instructions on how to get out of the city, iPhone
set to the map app, and with the arrow pointing the way I was facing.
And importantly, reading glasses to see all these aids with. Check at
every intersection, the guide against the map, the road names, the
arrow on the iPhone, the compass setting, scan the pavement, the
walls, the verso of stop signs, telephone poles, and stoplights for the

9






the Way”. At junctions, stop and look. It will be there somewhere. Of
the paths that may be taken, one will bear the Sign. Go that way.

In this way I passed my first day, alone for almost the entire time
(the couple made much more rapid progress than I, with all my early
detours), learning the discipline of the camino under the benign
instruction of a kindly land. In late afternoon/early evening I arrived
in the town of Grado. It was still 3.8 kilometres by the book to my
desired albergue in San Juan de Villapanada. I had no food except
some bread and cheese which I had bought, and did not know what
I would do for dinner. A rather depressed looking panaderia on the
market place had a sorry selection of cakes still to sell. A small custard
tart seemed the best option; carbs combined with healthy proteins
(eggs and milk) and sugar; nearly a balanced meal! I would find some
fruit tomorrow. I bought it, and ate it standing outside the shop, with
the elderly owners looking on. Peregrinos. What can you expect?

The sun was getting low as I left the town. The road was steep. My
mouth was dry. Following the camino once the light had gone would
be a challenge, and a cha :nge was what I did not want on this my first
day. Up, onwards, 3.8 k is a >ng way as the sun is setting. The way,
already in the shadow of the ridge, began to feel dark and lonely. What
if all the places in the albergue were full? What if I didn’t find it? What
if, what if, what if, and still the sun sank lower.

And there it was, the promised turn to the right, and less than a
kilometre to go, the route now quite dark in the shade of trees and the
shadow of the ridge. Up again onto the hillside, and the comparative
light. The farmhouses seeming cheerful, while the animals in the field,
a burro, the chickens, and the cows all reassuring. Pass by the promised
church, and into the albergue. And it is full. Overfull.

Take off your shoes. Have a shower. Do not worry. Some people
are cooking supper. They might give you some. I denied the need for
food. I took the shower. There was a group of four English speakers.
Within minutes we had exchanged our stories. It is easy to see how
Chaucer could have found his tales. Peregrino status loosens tongues.

Uncertain still about the customs of the night I sat close to my Kkit,
nervous of how we would fit all the people in when there were not
enough beds to go round, worried that it might be necessary to walk
further in the dark. The hospitalero came, and much Spanish was
exchanged. I recognised that in the discussion “la sefiora” referred to
me, and that they were trying to figure out how nine beds could be
made up of mattresses on the floor. I, as la sefiora, the lone female
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Unknowing Pilgrim
Robert Wilkinson

The days go by
Unnoticed as breathing

~ weeks, months, maybe years —

And then, perhaps at the end
Of a dark avenue of leafless trees

- just when you were not specially
Looking, thinking or expecting -

You come across a simple church
- rough, stone hewed -

And witness a rush of winter sun
Spotlighting dark ivied corners

Of the graveyard, fragile symmetries
Of spiders webs, now dew-bright filigree.

This sudden, unsought
Gleam of understanding

Renders you breathless,
Altered in some way

just for an instant,
clarifying for a moment

what youd half thought
or dimly felt one time

- as on the road to Damascus
Or to Egypt in flight -

That you are an unknowing pilgrim
At an altar of pure light.

Robert Wilkinson Aka The Solitary Walker

New Collection of poems ‘Raining Quinces’, ISBN: 978 1 482 745 276
www.solitary-walker.blogspot.co.uk
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Philip’s other passions included football and his family. Pilgrimage
gave him time to think and relax after times of intensive pastoral
ministry. He was clearly ‘addicted’ to the camino - in 2008 he wrote he
was going to make his final pilgrimage and reach his 2000km target.
Yet he was on the Way again in 2012 and 2013. Unfortunately he was
not able to stay in Gaucelmo last year as he planned, for there was a last
minute closure due to the flue in the salon leaking.

Philips Bulletin articles* reveal his active and profound living
faith. Life was not always easy, but the struggles gave greater self
understanding and brought him closer to Jesus. As he struggled
with illness, including diabetes, not only did he find a way to cope
physically, but he could resolve the many spiritual circumstances
which made him angry, including ‘turigrinos’ using public transport
and the appointments committee of the Methodist church who were
asking him to move once on again.

However, we are encouraged in the knowledge that those who die
on pilgrimage are assured of heavenly and peaceful rest. The  jrim
Office at Santiago issued a final ‘Compostela’ for Philip and he was
remembered at the Pilgrim Mass on 30 May. He himself wrote:

“I believe that those arriving in heaven share that which any
earthly pilgrim to Santiago may also experience; a moment of
utter peace coupled with an intense feeling of joy. Along with that
is the sheer overwhelming sense of having completed the journey,
safe in God'’s hands.

* Bulletins 90, 92,102,105, 107, 109, 110
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CS) Events

Thursday 25 July St James’s Day

Summer celebration for our 30" Anniversary. Office closes at 1pm.
Lunch : 1.30 for 2pm Meet at Don Pepe’s restaurant, 99 Frampton St,
NW38 8NA for Tapas lunch (£10 plus drinks).

Walk to Spanish Place, W1 for a special tour with Fr Christopher
Colven, parish priest. A church on this site was originally built as the
chapel of the Spanish Embassy in 1791. The direct connection with
Spain ceased in 1827 but there are many reminders of the Spanish
connection - from the decorative crowns of Alfonso XIII and Queen
Ena to the glass in the high rose window with the heraldry of the
Spanish Royal family and the Bishops’ sees.

Tea nearby. 7pm Solemn Patronal Mass at 7pm, followed by
refreshments.

If you would like to join us for a Celebration Lunch, please book a
place by email and pay £10 per head for the food (drinks extra). Either
pay by cheque (payable to CS]) or phone to pay by card.

Please note that the events publicised previously for 24 July are
cancelled.

Saturd: 28 September Office Open Day

An Open Day to meet pilgrims planning their journeys and returned
pilgrims, buy Guides, use the Library etc at 27 Blackfriars Road,
London SE1 8NY, 10.30-4pm

30 September-11 October Spanish course and
Camino |150km walk

If you would like to change to Hablo espariol think about joining one of
the language courses offered by the University of Santiago. Members
of the Confraternity are offered a 10% discount on the 2 week autumn
course which offers language tuition in the first week and a chance to
walk the last 150km of the camino with an expert Guide and back up
in the second. See http://cursosinternacionales.usc.es/
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Saturday 5 October Returned Pilgrim Day

If you have been on pilgrimage this year there is an opportunity to
share your pilgrim experiences at St James’s Priory, Bristol 1, 10-4pm.
Bring and share lunch.

Friday 25-Sunday 27 October Saints Way
and Concert, St Neot

A Walk along the Saints Way (2 days, Fri & Sat, Padstow-Fowey) and
Pilgrim Concert (Sunday 3pm) featuring A Pilgrimage Cantata by
John Read and Bob Chilcott Jazz Mass, performed by Canoryon Lowen
of St Neot, Cornwall. For accommodation locally and information
contact Tony Ward via office@csj.org.uk

Saturday 26 October Office Open Day

An Open Day to meet pilgrims planning their journeys and returned
pilgrims, buy Guides, use the Library etc at 27 Blackfriars Road,
London SE1 8NY, 10.30-4.0pm

Saturday 30 November Office Open Day &
Storrs Lecture

An Open Day to meet pilgrims planning their journeys and returned
pilgrims, buy Guides, use the Library etc at 27 Blackfriars Road,
London SE1 8NY, 10.30-3.30 pm.

4.0 pm Lecture: Dr Tom Nickson, Courtauld Institute, venue tbc
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New Members

Information is provided for members’ use only

London

Mr. Mike Aris 07871 853012
31 Murray Road, South Ealing, London W5 4XR

Miss Valeria Bolcina 07977 171032
22 Morris House, Salisbury Street, London NW8 8QA

Mr. Mark Fraser 07429 516464
41 Villiers Road, London, NW2 5PG

Rev. John Hereward 020 8567 6535

St. Mellitus Vicarage, Church Road, Hanwell,
London, W7 3BA

Mr. & Mrs. Roy Hiscock 020 8472 4730
142 Clements Road, London E6 2DL
Mrs. Lisbeth Kjaer 020 8444 1846

Flat A, 3 Church Crescent, Muswell Hill,

London N10 3NA

Mr. Martin Amherst Lock 07786 265486
53b Manchester Street, London, W1U 7LU

Mr. Daniel Martin

77a Pepys Road, New Cross Gate, London SE14 5SE

Fr. Lindsay McKenna 020 8697 2t )
St. Andrew’s Vicarage, 119 Torridon Road,

London, SE6 1RG

Ms. Capucine Morin 07887 440657
5a Penn Road, London N7 9RD

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Phillips 020 8858 4319
8 Crooms Hill, Greenwich, London SE10 8ER

Mr. Rupert Plummer 07876 563745
14 Gracedale Road, Streatham, London SW16 6SW

Miss Mariane Roesdahl 07952 9° 546
23a Balmore Street, London, N19 5DA

Mrs. Patricia Strohm 07805 971850

Flat 3, 62 Marlborough Place, London NW8 OPL

Home Counties South

Mr. Peter Aggleton 01276 676367
Noel Cottage, 7 Tekels Park, Camberiey, Surrey

GU15 2LE

Mrs. Cristina Connolly 020 8949 1670
Links View, Traps Lane, New Malden, Surrey KT3 4RY

Mr. Andrew Platts 07832 388388
34 King Street, Canterbury, Kent CT1 2A0

Ms Kiran Shetty 07525 790734

30 Mornington Crescent, Cranford, Middx TW5 9SS
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Mr. Daniel Toneri

12 Princess Court, Gordon Road, Haywards Heath,

E. Sussex RH16 1EF

Ms. Patricia Walker

16 The Meadows, Portmouth Road, Guildford,
Surrey GU2 4DT

Mr. Mariusz Weinert

63 Mill Road, Crawley, Surrey RH10 1ND

Home Counties North

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Currens

1 The Green, Wembley, Middx HAO 3QL
Revd. Christine Dale

07800 863508

07760 111962

07960 133140

020 8904 7802

01635 253323

The Rectory, Woolton Hill, Newbury, Berks., RG20 9QZ

Ms. Ann Fairley

31 The Huntley, Carmelite Drive, Reading,
Berks RG30 2SB

Revd. John Hayton

89 Harpenden Road, St. Albans, Herts AL3 6BY
Mr. & Mrs. John Holding

35 White Way, Kidlington, Oxon, O) 2XA

Mr. Edward Madden

63 Fanshawe Crescent, Ware, Herts SG12 0AR
Mr. William Marsterson

The Black Swan, 64 Blanche Lane, South Mimm:s,
Potters Bar, Herts., EN6 3PD

Prof. Saeed Vaseghi 01753 855100

20 Haslemere Road, Windsor, Berks SL4 5ES
Mr. Jeff Williams

4 Rofant Road, Northwood, Middx HA6 3BE
Mr. David Wright

11 Davenant Road, Oxford, Oxon OX2 8BT

Southern
Mr. Richard Johnson

2 Briar Gardens, Waterlooville, Hants PO7 5AH
Mr. James Scott-Clarke

The Fief, Duck Street, Tisbury, Wilts SP3 6L
Mr. Derek Shane

1 Argosy Close, Warsash, Southampton, Hants
SO31 9BN

South West
Mr. Peter Carpenter
42 Speakers Road, Ivybridge, Devon PL21 0JP
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01189 500862

01727 761719

01920 465547

01707 644180

01923 823482

01865 556034

07712 479846

01747 871921

01489 582043

01752 691170



Ms. Sharen Green 01202 693837
61 Gravel Hill, Wimborne, Dorset BH21 3BJ

Mr. & Mrs. Godfrey Leech 07909 963708
5 Cross Street, Moretonhampstead, Devon TQ13 8NL

Mrs. Brigid McElorey-Smith 01395 512520
10 Sidgard Road, Sidmouth, Devon EX10 9DA

Mr. Stan Patrzalek 07999 599572
13 Heron Road, Bristol, Avon BS5 OLT

Miss Alexis Wright 07807 774585

6 Salutary Mount, Heavitree, Exeter, Devon EX1 2QE

Midlands West

Mr. Nigel Bambrough

1 Sydgate, Mill Lane, Wadborough, Worcestershire
WRS8 9HD

Revd. Stephen Buckley 01902 883255
1 Vicar Street, Sedgley, Dudley, W. Midlands

DY3 3SD

Mr.& Mrs. Simon Collier 01952 608¢ >
8 The Incline, Lilleshall, Newport, Salop TF10 9AP

Revd. & Mrs. lan Gardner 01453 546895
Chestal Lodge, 9 Chestal, Dursley, Glos GL11 5AA

Rev. Basil Postlethwaite 01242 538 9060

St. Edwards Jnr. School, London Road,
Charlton Kings, Cheltenham, Glos GL52 6NR

Midlands East

Mr. Chin Yuan Ee 07544 433749
Southwell Hall, Jubilee Campus, Univ. of Nottingham,

Mullaton Rd., Nottingham, Notts NG8 1BB

Mrs. Sarah Morris 01298 871460
Cliffe House, Church Lane, Tideswell,

Derbyshire SK17 8PD

Mrs. Mary Smith 01858 680¢ !
5 Aldwinckles Yard, Market Harborough, Leics

LE16 7AL

East Anglia
Mrs. Diana Alston
15 West Parade, Norwich, Norfolk NR2 3DN

Ms. Moreen Barnard 07914 198954
81 Tamar Square, Woodford Green, Essex |IG8 OEB

Mr. Willem Botha 01255 670805
2 Heron Way, Frinton-on-sea, Essex CO13 0UU

Mr. Bernie Curtis 01708 347226

6 Blanchard Mews, Harold Wood, Romford,
Essex RM3 OGN
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Mr. Michael Doyle

“Moretti”, 16 Blasson Way, Billingborough,
Lincs NG34 ONL

Dr. Maggie Wright

127 Corton Road, Lowestoft, Suffolk, NR32 4PR

North East

Mr. & Mrs. John Conroy

Rivendell, 76a Main Street, Riccall, N. Yorks
YO19 6QD

Mrs. Helen Cotterill

18 Swire Croft Road, Gargrave, Skipton, N. Yorks
BD23 3SJ

Rev. Martyn Crompton

4 Top Row, Armitage Bdge, Huddersfield

W. Yorks, HD4 7NP

Mr. Jeremy Cuss

14 Scape View, Golcar, Huddersfield, W. Yorks
HD7 4DH

Ms. Penny Marrington

2 Castle View, Todmorden, W. Yorks, OL14 6LN
Mr. Craig Wilson 07790 490996

Mill Green, Woodgate Lane, Weeton, N. Yorks
LS17 OAP

Mrs. Jo Wilkinson

Sycamore Cottage, Kirkby Overblow, Harrogate
N. Yorks, HG3 1HD

orth West
Mrs. Pauline Cooper
2 Amy Street, Cutgate, Rochdale, Lancs., OL12 7NJ
Mr. Kevin Lawlor
Townfoot Farm Cottage, Talkin, Cumbria, CA8 1LN
Mrs. Margaret Lyons

18a Lodges Grove, Bare, Morecambe, Lancs LA4 6HE

Mr. Ned Spencer
2 Smiths Lawn, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 TNN

Wales

Ms. Mary Jones

Fron Goch, Frachwen, Caernarfon, Gwynedd
LL55 3HB

Mr. Wyn Jones

Plas Mansion, Llanstefan, Carmarthenshire SA33 5JP
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01529 241458

07775 857084

01757 249103

01756 748201

01484 667482

014

658440

01706 819470

01423 873134

07929 479681

07795 954807

01524 422910

07867 802744

01286 871261

07970 002342












