





The End of a Decade

In the Compostelan calendar 1989 will stand out
as a year of joy and faith, but also, in its latter
part, as a time of sadness.

The visit of the Pope to Santiago in mid-August
attracted an unprecedented number of young people,
from all over Europe and beyond. They came for a
variety of reasons and left with their faith renewed
and a determination on the part of many to travel
the pilgrim road again. A1l along the way, from
Roncesvalles westwards, monasteries, churches, towns
and villages made an enormous effort to establish
extra accommodation, facilities and contacts for the
pilgrims, which will endure well into the next
century. And in a modest way, the initiation of
the Confraternity's appeal to provide an acceptable
hostel in Rabanal del Camino in the Montes de Ledn
is part of the same Europe-wide movement of renewal.

The time of sadness came later in the year, cul-
minating in mid-December, when we heard of the un-
timely death of Padre Elias Valifta Sampedro, who had
been the priest at the tiny mountain village of El
Cebrero for over thirty years. The first Spanish
Coordinator for the Camino, editor of the Boletin
del Camino de Santiago - forerunner of the admirable
publication Peregrino - and principal author of the
walker's friend, the Guia del Peregrino, Elias Valifa
inspired the devotion of countless pilgrims who
enjoyed hospitality in the family-run hostal. He
has left to us all, both at El1 Cebrero and in his
work, a legacy on which we must strive to build in
the years to come.
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ELIAS VALINA SAMPEDRO - EL PADRE DEL CAMINO

Writing of Elias Valina soon after his death on 11 December 1989, a Spanish
journalist referred to him as 'el padre del camino'. This is not a title
Elias would have sought - he was a singularly modest man, for all his accom-
plishments - but in retrospect it seems appropriate in both its meanings.

For 30 years Elias was priest of the Galician mountain village of El
Cebrero, one of the most ancient, remote and beautiful halts on the Camino
de Santiago. The village, with its 9th centwry church and its *pallozas' or
stone and thatch houses, lay derelict when Elias arrived in 1959. Largely
through his efforts, the church and the adjoining 'hospederia' were rebuilt
to minister to modern pilgrims, many members of the Confraternity among
them. Those who ever passed through E1 Cebrero and met Elias can testify
that his presence there - his willingness to share his knowledge of the
camino and his great interest in the experience of pilgrimage - made this
tiny windswept ‘pueblo' the most memorable stage on the way to Santiago.

But Elias was 'padre' in another sense - that of historian, revitaliser
and protector of the camino. He was the man who did most to revive and create
interest in the camino in our day. Following a doctoral thesis on its legal
history, he published in 1971 the first of his guldes to the route. This
became the kernel of the later guidebooks commissioned from him by the Sec-
retaria de Turismo in 1982 and 1985. The latter is the large red book that
many of us know so well, and is still by far the best guide to the way to Com-
postela in any language. In the course of preparing the 1985 edition, Elias
devised - and painted! - the system of yellow arrows that marks the camino
from the French frontier to the Plaza del Obradoiro. As first organiser of
a number of the Spanish provincial 'asociaciones del camino' he got under way
the cleaning, reclamation and marking with kilometre stones of lengthy section
of the route. The modest but valuable Boletin del Camino (forerunner of the
present Pereeri»n) was also Elias's initiative, as was the international con-
ference heiu in Jaca in September 1987. All of this, and his many Jjourneys
along the camino, were carried out alongside his parish duties and his work
as author or coordinator of several other immense scholarly projects. His
Inventorio historico-artistico de Lugo y su provincia, ran to six volumes,
and his Cat6logo de los archivos parroquiales de la provincia de Lugo to
953 pages!

Elias's energy and dedication will by now be evident. What may be less so are
the qualities that won him his many friends: humour, boundless enthusiasm,
generosity and patience. The last was particularly apparent during his long
and debilitating illness. The affection of friends, fellow clerics and local
people was shown in the steady flow of visitors to El Cebrero even in the worst
of weathers. Illness did not stop Elias from welcoming them as openly as

he always had. Nor did it stop him, when they had gone, from thinking and
writing about the camino. Only death could do that.

Laurie Dennett

Elias Valina Sampedro - born lier, Sarria, 2 February 1929
died Lugo, 11 December 1989
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THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Over 100 members and friends attended the seventh Annual
General Meeting of the Confraternity on 20 January 1990,

After the chairman's report (see below) and a report fron
Walter Ivens on the progress on the Hostel Project (see
Appeal Newsletter), a new committee was elected. Members
of the committee for 1990 are: Stephen Badger, Rosemary
Clarke, Laurie Dennett, William Griffiths, George McHardy,
Marion Marples, Susan Morgan, Pat Quaife and Mary Remnant.
(Officers for the year are elected at the first meeting
of the committee.)

After tea and the opportunity to look at the Hostel Pro-
ject display, buy publications and mugs and tee-shirts in
aid of the Appeal, we sat down to an excellent 1lecture
by Professor Derek Lomax of Birmingham University on
'"The Order of St James'.* Professor Lomax gave us a
detailed history of the Order, formed initially to fight
the Moslems in Spain and only accidentally named after
St James. We were surprised to learn that in the 12th
century, when the Pope was promoting celibacy among the
clergy and religious, married lay brothers were t ing
encouraged to join the Order. To bring the story com-
pletely up to date we heard that the father of King Juan
Carlos may be attempting to revive the Order in modern
Spain.

Turning to the Order's links with the pilgrimage to San-
tiago, we soon realised that such links were non-existent -
the Order generally existed in centres far from the Cam-
ino and no documents mention knights protecting pilgrims
on the Road. However, their contribution was to maintain
pilgrim hostels, notably at San Marcos at Leon, and mem-

bers of the Order undoubtedly went on pilgrimage to San-
tiago.

After the lecture a magnificent spread of food was laid
out, contributed by members and organised by Mary Ivens
and her team of helpers. Wine flowed and there were
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It is hoped that we shall soon be able to add Professor Lomax's
lecture to the Confraternity publications list.
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plenty of opportunities for members hoping to go to San-
tiago this year to meet and compare notes and dates,

The evening closed very enjoyably with Alf Peacock, Ted
Harper, Marion Marples, Binnie Mobsby, Mary Remnant and
John Hatfield showing slides of St James in Germany,
Oxford, Burgos and a bicycle in various stages of dis-
assembly and packaging.

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT FOR 1989

Pat Quaife

A week ago the Confraternity reached another milestone -
its seventh birthday. Seven is a number to conjure with -
the most frequent of the mystical numbers, the seven days
of Creation to name but one, and of course St James is
among the seven Champions of Christendom, the patron
saints of the Christian nations. And now we are seven.
What are the implications of this for a Confraternity

that has well over 500 members, around 540 to be precise?

I hope very much that one major implication is that the
organisation we have seen grow so quickly now has its own
momentum, its path to follow and is not dependent on any
one individual or group of individuals for its survival.
This is exemplified by the number of members who are
taking part in Confraternity affairs, not only Committee
members, each of whom has a specific task, but those who
are county coordinators for our major research project,
those who contribute to the Pilgrim Guides and to the
Bulletin, and not least all those who have spent time
and energy raising and collecting money for the Rabanal
Hostel appeal.

Birthdays, new years and particularly new decades are a
time of looking forward as well as back at past achieve-
ments. Just as the pilgrim roads to Santiago stretch
into the distance I would like to think of the Confra-
ternity and all its sister societies in Europe stretch-
ing out into the future and in their varied ways helping
future pilgrims to make the journey that is so much part
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Even further west, the Cornish Bredereth Sen Jago, an
institutional member of the Confraternity, but with aims
very close to our own, has also been extremely active
under the leadership of Hilary Shaw. They have enjoyed

a programme of talks, research, music and local pilgrim-
ages, including one to St Michael's Mount. These are
regularly listed and reported on in the Bulletin and Con-
fraternity members are always welcome to attend.

Closer to home we have not been idle either. No-one who
was at the Oxford Practical Pilgrim weekend in early May
will forget the beauty of Worcester College grounds,
where, thanks to James Maple, we were able to base our-
selves for the morning, nor the beautiful romanesque
church of St Mary, Iffley, where we were greeted in
blazing FEnglish sunshine by the late late Rector sporting
a large straw boater.

The next Confraternity destination was Burgos, where
Marion Marples organised a week-long visit in October.
This was not an easy trip to arrange as we do not have
the contacts there that we do in Santiago with our good
friend, Senior Ballesteros. I am told however that the
visit was much enjoyed especially for the opportunity of
visiting Santo Domingo de Silos and other pilgrimage
towns and villages lying east and west on the route from
Burgos.

In 1988 the Committee spent a good deal of time debating

"the future of the Confraternity'. We no longer do so in
a formal way because that exercise threw up a number of

ideas and projects that are being actively pursued.

The Research Working Party, which meets twice a year at
Birmingham University under the chairmanship of Professor
Lomax, has made progress in 1989 with its task of collect-
ing information from a variety of sources on the pilgrim-
age from Britain and the cult of St James the Great.

This is largely being carried out on a county basis and

a number of county studies are nearing completion. It

is intended that county booklets will be produced giving
full details of all churches dedicated to St James and
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of possible routes through the county to ports of embar-
kation for France and Spain. We also hopg to put the
information on to a computer data base this year, using

a classification system similar to that used by the French,
We are fortunate in having not only Professor lomax, but
also his colleague from Birmingham, Dr David Mackenzie

and from Nottingham, Professor Brian Tate. May I here
put in a plea for more potential county coordinators to
come forward. So far we have covered about half the coun-
ties of England and Wales (Scotland is being covered by

Tan Tweedie) and still need people, preferably living in
the county in question for Somerset, Devon, Sussex, Ox-
fordshire, Gloucestershire, lLancashire and several others,
Please contact Marion Marples if you think you might be
able to help.

The Rabanal Hostel Appeal has been a very important part
of the Confraternity's activities in 1989. An energetic
Appeal Sub-Committee, inspired by Walter Ivens and chaired
by James Maple, has been hard at work, and we were privi-
leged to be offered a special Rabanal Appeal reception

by our President, H.E. The Spanish Ambassador, in early
November.

Important as the Appeal is, I think it has to be seen in
the context of our work as a whole and as a logical and
practical extension of our advice-giving function. A

great deal of advice has been given by Marion Marples and
others to members, non-members and organisations planning
a pilgrimage. The 1989 Pilgrim Guide to Spain was well
received and has now sold out. Updating sheets were pro-
vided for the Le Puy and Paris route guides and we should
all be grateful to those who took the trouble to write in
with their experiences and suggestions for improvement.

Many members made use of the Guides this year on their
pilgrimages: people walked, people cycled and for the
first time two members, Robin and Louella Hanbury-Tenison,
went on horseback. A number met up in Santiago on July
25th, although I am not aware of anyone who was there for
Pope John Paul II's historic visit in August.

-12~












the first great fan vault, erected, supported by flying
buttresses. The piers of the nave were encased in new
stone and the roof replaced with fan vaulting. It is
studded with bosses, beautifully carved. One shows an
owl, symbolizing the Jews, being mobbed by five other
birds, while others feature dogs, monkeys and a mermaid
complete with comb. Another bears the initials H. and E.
commemorating the marriage in 1486 of Henry VII and Eliz-
abeth of York. ULight floods in through large windows
in the east and west ends and the tower above the crossing
houses the heaviest ring of eight bells in the world.

Dissolution and Decline

At the Dissolution of the Monasteries in 1539 the Ben-
edictine monks were pensioned off at £6 per annum and
the townspeople bought the abbey for £300, the equivalent
of £350,000 today, and an outstanding achievement.

After centuries of decline a great deal of restoration
took place in the latter half of the 19th century. After
World War II a Saxon doorway at the west end, which had
been bricked up, was re-opened as thanksgiving for the
abbey having survived the war undamaged, despite bombs
having fallen nearby. More recently another ig programme
of cleaning and re-leading was undertaken and the organ in
the north transept rebuilt.

St James in Sherborne Abbey

Of special interest to Confraternity members was the
wooden statue of St James in the Chapel of the Holy Sep-
ulchre. Bought in Paris after World War II, it stands
about 3 feet high, close to the entrance on the left of
the altar and was carved in Spain about 1500. Sadly,
both hands and part of the left foot are missing but the
head is very fine, crowned by a hat bearing a scallop
shell and the features of the face calm and regular. Here,

the more august members of the group were photographed
by the local press.

Quts?de'once more, stylized scallop shells were spotted
in fine 18th century wrought-iron gates guarding the
south porch and at the south-east side of the abbey.
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Brittany Ferries:Portsmouth (0705) 751708 or Plymouth (0752) 269926

Motoring holidays, staying mainly in Paradors.
Spain‘'s Hidden Treasures:
7 nights in Spain at Oviedo, Santiago (2 nts at Reyes CatholicSs), Ledn (Znts

at San Marcos, Burgos and Santander.

Departures: Any date between Feb and Dec
Price: £369 -£620 per person depending on season

The Pilgrim's Way:
14 nights in Spain from San Sebastian to Santiago and back to Santander via

north coast.

Departures: Any date between Fekt and Dec
Price: £609 - £780 per person depending on season

Prices include return ferry to Spain (2 nts on boarc) with car, 7 or 14 nts
B & B in twin or double rocoms.
Minimum party: 2 adults and car
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That day we headed south to Santo Domingo de Silos,
which was a marvellous experience for everyone. Teddy
[ister describes this part of the day.

Wé:xi.ﬁxth:hlour'mhﬁbus'onzammqﬂngcﬁfbtﬂlﬂmm sunshine,
ﬁustcnlﬁngzm'Umzaniy]7ﬂ1ceﬁmrytnmmofljxga, where
we:qﬁntlrﬂfﬁxkhmnrbe&ne]xncaaﬁngﬁn<&narnﬂnas: H@E

a disappointment awaited us: the Collegiate (hmrch, with its
Umbs(ﬁndhxﬁngthogaof}kmm31Gomaﬂez,the:ﬁmnder of
Castille, and his wife) and its cloister and museum, was closed.
Hm%wer\waexphxfﬁ'dmastnxis<ﬂftheaﬁtnxijvecﬂd'uhm;rﬂ

I was struck by its cleanness and its air of modest prosperity.

And so to Santo Domingo de Silos, about 12 miles to the south,
whose medieval cloister was all I had hoped and more.  The
carvings on the pillars were superb. The saint's tomb is in
the north gallery, with his effigy recumbent in front of it.

We also visited the pharmacy and the comparatively modern
church. The latter dating only from 17561816 is in the
Baroque style, plainly furnished and gives an impression of
grandeur. But it is the 12th century cloister which stays
in the memory.

Lorna Newton had a special interest in the church.

The peak event of the Burgos trip for me was hearing Gregorian
chant sumby the monks of Santo Domingo de Silos. This Bene-
dictine camunity, using the chant ever since its restoration
in the late 19th century and following the teaching of Sol nes,
is now the Spanish national centre for the chant. A day visit
of course affords no chance of attending a major office. How-
ever the little Office of Sext is sung at 13.45. Cassettes

of the comunity's singing are on sale in the monastery shop.

At Silos I particularly enjoyed 'holding the fort' at the
entrance while the friendly monk on duty disappeared to
the 'servicios', and climbing the hill above the monastery
to find a 'Way of the Cross', a chapel and statue of Our
Lady, with local and Council of Furope flags fluttering.
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adjoining it. The saint's few relics were trans—
ferred to it, where they still lie.

I am greatly indebted to M. Bernard Jamme for much
information about the staff, most freely given, and
for permission to examine it.
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THE ABBEY OF ST JEAN D'ANGELY

The town of St Jean d'Angély is well known as one of
the main pilgrim stopping places on the Paris route
to Santiago de Compostela. But in the 1990s, it will
gradually become better known as the site of a unique
European cultural centre. The ancient royal abbey of
St Jean d'Angély has been transformed into the Centre
de Culture Europé€enne, Saint Jacques de Compostelle,
where students aged 14 to 18 from all countries of
Europe will be given the oppor-
tunity to share, along with their
own teacher, a common educational
experience. Up to 120 young
people can be catered for in
groups from two or three diff-
erent countries at once, and they
will work in small groups with
others from different countries.
They will be studying medieval
European civilization in its
widest sense, but with the pilgrim
route as a unifying theme.

( The new Centre is non-profit making and
includes an Academic Committee which draws
! up the programmes and appoints the teaching
I’ staff. The students divide their time
between formal classes, field trips, the
library, art workshops etc.

The Director, M. Alain Chnenwald, is anxious for
English schools to visit the Abbey and take part in the sessions.
He will be glad to supply further details to members who are tea-
chers. His address: Centre de Culture Furopéemne, Abbaye Royale,
17415 St Jean d'Angély, France. _30-
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necessary. All contributions will be acknowledged
in the bibliography. Contact:

Linda Davidson, 2501 Kingstown Road,
Kingston, RI 02881, USA or

Maryjane Dunn-Wood, 517 So. Happy Hollow,
Omaha, Nebraska 68506, USA.

A Mountain in Ulster

Bert Slader writes from Northern Ireland about its
highest peak, Slieve Donard, which rises from the

sea above Newcastle, County Down, not far from where

he lives. It was apparently named after St Domengard
and until 200 years ago there was a pilgrimage to its
summit each July 25th to honour two saints, St Domen-—

gard and St James. Perhaps the practice should be
resumed as a way of celebrating ST James's Day?

Some Palaeogranhical Help

John Saunders of Leeds is trying to find a
translation of the words on a plaque on the
pilgrim hostel La Pellegrina in Garris, near
Saint-Palais, close to where three of the
routes across France meet. The words are:

G-D- PLMeEGR
ETGVE - DARA
MCUNBER 1654

Please send possible solutions to John at:
3 Sandhill Drive, Leeds, Yorkshire LS17 8DU.

Pilgrim Guides 1990

The time is fast approaching when the Pilgrim
Guide to Spain 1990 will be compiled and up-
dating sheets prepared for the French guides.
If you used the guides in 1989 and have some
suggested amendments/additions please send
them soon to Pat Quaife at 57 Leopold Road,
London N.2 8BG. Their accuracy for 1990 de-
pends on you. Many thanks.
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2) Spanish News

The plans for converting’ the hostel that Padre Alberto MOran brought
over in November were very impressive — a sort of ultimate in hostels.
But the rough estimate given by the architect, based on a figurative
price per square metre, came to £125,000, which is over three times
the estimte we were given in May 1989. So we asked Alberto to think
again to see if the El Bierzo Association could achieve a reasonable
compromise, and particularly to obtain a more definite estimate for
the first stage of the restoration, ie to have part of the hostel in
running order for 1990,

{aurie Dennett, who returned from Spain in early January, was able
to have two meetings with the FEl Bierzo Association at Ponferrada
and Rabanal. The news she brought back was that Fl Bierzo strongly
recomend that we consider the architect's plans as an eventual aim,
and where we had been thinking of the restoration taking some two to
three years, to extend this over a period of say 5 to 6 years, res—
toring in stages and more and more of the buildings as the demand
by pilgrims for accommodation increases.

faurie also brought back a rough estimate for the first stage of
restoration, prepared by a local builder recommended by El Bierzo
of £22,500, again considerably more than we had expected. It seems
that the most ruined part of the house, in the front, has collapsed
further, including the roof, and they must concentrate on restoring
that part before it is too late.

In Summary:

— we have a lst stage estimate of £22,500, which needs to be
verified, but is something to work on;

— we are all determined that work should start this spring so
that part of the hostel is available for this year's pilgrims;

— work camnot start on the hostel until April, after the winter
is over, and the builder thinks the 1st stage of the works
will take some two months;

~ we therefore want to set ourselves the target of £22,300, or
preferably £25,000 by early summer, remembering that when we
reach £20,000, the Bernard Sunley Charitable Foundation will
provide the next £2500.



How to Achieve This Jointly

Thanks to Confraternity members news of the Hostel Appeal is spreading,
and we must continue to spread the news in various ways. For instance:

* we have applied for a grant to FFC Tourism Year 1990;
* we will continue our approach to Charitable Trusts;

* we are in contact with European associations and with the
American Friends of the Road to Santiago for help with donations;

* the El Bierzo Association has applied to the regional government
of Castille and leon for a grant of £20,000 to £25,000. We
believe they stand a good chance although we cannot forecast
how much they may receive.

Fund Appeal Post-AM

Since 20 January the total has increased to £13,800 (as at 9 February).
This is partly thanks to the proceeds from the AGM which have been
largely donated to the Appeal, but mainly thanks to the many donations
made by members when renewing their anmual subscription. These dona-
tions are most welcome, no matter the size, and may we remind members
who have not yet renewed their subscriptions to bear this in mind.

Networking

We have already seen that to raise more funds for the Appeal is both

a short and a long-term exercise. We can try to set targets, but one
of the exciting aspects is that we have no idea of what money may be
coming in and from where. Fach Confraternity member is potentially

a source of unknown treasure, not only through direct donations, but
also through your comnections. Picture a comunications web, radiating
from each of you, in all directions. [ike a spider's web it is amazing
how far it can stretch. There is plenty of time to spread the web
out further and further - the best spreading tool is the Appeal leaflet
which is in ample supply.  Please ask us, Walter and Mary Ivens,

Flat D, 1 Airlie Gardens, London W8 7AJ, tel.: (01)-229 2624, for
further copies when you need them.

A 1ist of recent donors is on p.4.






