





1989 CONFRATERNITY SPRING EVENTS 1989

Visit to Malmesbury - Saturday 22 April

Members and friends are invited to the day in Malmes-
bury arranged by Geraldine Thomson-G over and Susan
Morgan. Meeting—-point (1) is Chippenahm Station at
9.45 am and lifts to Malmesbury will be offered from
there. Meeting-point (2) is the 0Old Bell at Malmes-
bury (next to the Abbey) at 10.30.

Public transport only goes as far as Chippenham and
useful train times are:

Paddington: dep. 8.30am arrive Chippenham 9.34am
Bristol: dep. 9.20am arrive Chippenham 9.45am

Chippenham: dep. 5.53pm arrive Paddington 7.06pm
Chippenham: dep. 6.04 and 6.34 arrive Bristol 6.30
- and 6.57

NB for London members: Paddington Station ticket
office on a spring Saturday morning is very busy. On

22 April it will be busier than ever because this day
is a BR Network South-east day. Chippenham is not,
alas, in Network South-east. You are strongly advised
to buy your Blue Saver return in advance at any main-
line station or a BR travel agent. Anyone without

access to a rail-card may like to contact Marion Mar-
ples on (01)-633 0603.

Programme

10.30 - arrive at Malmesbury for coffee at 0ld Bell
(next to Abbey) and meet the Revd Peter Barton.

11.00 - guided tour of Abbey with Mr John Bowen
12.00 - guided walk around town with Mr Bowen
1.15 - lunch at 0ld Bell

2.15 - drive (4 miles) to St James, Dauntsey
4.15 - tea at 01d Bell

Charge - a charge of £1-50 for members and £2-00 for
non-members (children free) will be made to cover ex-
penses, ie guided tour & walk and donations to churches.
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Overnight Accommodation has been booked for those who
returned their form from Bulletin 30. If anyone else
would like bed and breakfast accommodation for Saturday
6 May please telephone Marion Marples (01)-633 0603
immediately. The charge is £15 per person and cheques,
either in advance or on the day should be made payable
to the Confranternity of St James. All those who sent
an s.a.e. will receive details of accommodation and maps
shortly.

Sunday 7 May

‘There are two alternatives for Sunday morning:

1) Take bus to attend 10am Parish Mass (Anglican) at
St James Church Colwy, and meet members of the congre-
gation who hope to go on Pilgrimage to Santiago, in-
formally over coffee afterwards. Then short walk of
around 1 mile to Iffley church.

2) Meet 10.30 at Osney Bridge (wést of station) to
walk south along Thames Towpath to Iffley lock and
Iffley church (2% miles).

St Mary, Iffley is a very fine, well-preserved rom-
- anesque church, 1170-1180, full of carvings, some
similar Reading Abbey.

12.30 to 1pm - rendevz-vous at Isis pub at Iffley Lock
for a drink and (we hope) lunch.

1.30 - leave the Isis to return to Oxford along tow-
path, continuing north to Binsey church (St Margaret)
and St Frideswide's Well.

(Frideswide was a pious child of Oxford who fled the
town to avoid the attentions of an unwelcome suitor,
King Algar, who was struck blind when he tried to
take her by force. She returned to Oxford and founded
a nunnery on the site of Christ Church Cathedral,
where her shrine still is. A medieval pilgrim to
Santiago is supposed to have been robbed while visit-
ing St Frideswide's shrine.)

The energetic can continue along the towpath to God-
stow (4 mile round trip) to see the ruins of the nun-
nery found in 1138. Return to Oxford via canal or

by towpath if other route flooded.
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Sainte-Petronille, the presumed daughter of St Peter,
at Dompeter or to view a bone from the arm of Saint
Cyriacus at Altorf, would probably have travelled through
the small village of Odratzhiem.

Three of the four storeys
of the former choir-
tower of the church of
Sainte-Marguerite are
Romanesque. 1In the south
wall of the second storey,
set above a slit window,
is the low relief of a
full-length figure. The
clumsy sway of his body
suggests that he is
walking. He clasps his
pointed beard with his
right hand and in his
left hand he carries a
staff.,decorated with
coils™. His conical cap
OORAT ZHE IM bears a large cross.

The treatment is crude
and rustic.

A second example is more accomplished and belongs to a
recognisably local workshop.

In 1049 the Alsatian Pope, Leo IX, canonized
Richardis, the founder of the Abbey of Andlau, and
ordered that her remains be interred in the new church
then being constructed by Leo's niece/cousin, the Abbess
Mathilde. In effect two different parts of the church
sustained pilgrimages; the bones of the Saint set in a
stone sarcophagus behind the high altar and the crypt
which was dedicated to Notre-Dame-sous Terre. While the
first pilgrimage was largely confined to the Middle Ages,
the second lasted into the 19th century. One Easter night
in 1160/61 the church was destroyed by fire. Of this
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the later chapters of the book point out, Protestants
have themselves contributed to the swelling numbers

of pilgrims during the 19th and 20th centuries. Given
his professional expertise, Prcof. Davies is ina good
position to demonstrate how modern theological develop—
ments can help to provide a re-interpretation of a
practice which involves substantial numbers of contemp-
orary Protestants but which so scandalised Luther and.
the 16th century Protestant geformers.

After a careful critique of medieval and Reformation
approaches the author comes to define pilgrimage as a
spiritual exercise designed'to concentrate one's mind
upon God'. The medieval approach towards pilgrimage
is typified by the author in terms of feudal relations
hetween Lord and master so that saints were seen as
'wire—pullers in the court of heaven, mediators or go-
betweens, advocates pleading before a stern judge'.
Therefore:

'... a vow to go on a pilgrimage, if a saint would vouch-

safe a particular favour, imposed an obligation on the cath—

taker to fulfill his undertaking as well as on the saint to

accede to the petition and in this way the vow bound both

parties'.
The author proceeds to argue that the growth of individ-
ualism associated with the development of 'modern'
society calls for a different appproach towards
pilgrimage even if the role of saints 'and the image
and relics connected with their shrines' is still to
be celebrated.

'"To be a pilgrim is to set time apart to renew faith and

obedience by recalling how God has revealed himself to

particular men and women in partiicular places. We open’

ourselves to the possibility that he will renew our lives.

The bodily movement that a journey requires is an effective

symbol of the intention to make a personal appproach to God
which is at the heart of every spiritual exercise.'

Pilgrimage is to be understood,then, as both a

physical and spiritual journey which leads to a renewal
of faith. In the last chapter of the book he outlines
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Mrs Mary Milne-Day
Mr Rodney

‘Mr Joseph May

Mrs Anne James
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Mr Richard Bowden-Dan
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Mr Clive Swaffer

Canon Donald Nicholson
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Mr Brian McMahon
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19 Nassau Road
Barnes
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5 Ayot Green,
Ayot St Peter,
Welwyn, Herts

3 Bowling Green Court,
Hospital Road,
Moreton-Marsh,

Glos.

0608 51964

The Rectory,

Great QOakley,

Nr Harwich,

Essex , C012 5BJ
0255 880230

28 Disraeli Road,
Forest Gate,
London E7 9JD

01 534 2503

Ty Pica
Colwinston,

Nr Cowbridge,
South Glamorgan
CF7 7NL

Room 5A
Nurses Residence,

Brighton General Hospital,

Elm Grove,
Brighton BN3 2EW

The Convent of St Margaret's

17 Spital,
Aberdeen AB2 3HT
0224 638407

1 Barliath,
Minard,
Argyll PA32 8YQ

22 Oakfield Park,
Much Wenlock,
Shropshire TF13 6HJ
0952 727578

St Flannan's Drive,
Clonroadmore,
Ennis,

Co Clare.

065 22518

11 Palmerston House,
Kensington Place,
London W8 7PU
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Special Interests

The pilgrimage as a
as a walking route,.

Interested in the
English end of the
pilgrimage

Art, History, Music

Cornish Music Guild,
Lond« Cornish Assocn

Walking, special deals
for pilgrims, cycling

Shrines on the way,
memorabilia of shrines
and saints

Travelling to Compostela
April 1989

History of the
Reconquest

Romamesque architecture

Cycling from Le Puy

to arrive August 19/20
in Santiago. Like to
make contact with
other Irish pilgrims






Cut
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OXF(RD WEFKIND - Concert & Sunday lunch
6-7 May 1989

The Musical Road to Santiago - lecture/recital
by Mary Remnant.

Please send me tickets for the lecture-recital

at £2-50 per adult and £1-50 per child.

I enclose £ = and stamped addressed envelope.
(Cheques payable to Confraternity of St James)

**¥ T/We would like to eat before the lecture;
please reserve places.

Overnight Accommodation: see page 3.

Sunday Pub Lunch

I/We shall be joining the walk on Sunday and
would like a pub lunch. Number of People:

ooooooo

Maps: if you would like a map and other details in
advance, please send an s.a.e and mark it 'Map'. The
same s.a.e. can be used for both map and tickets.

Please return this whole form to:

Marion Marples,
45 Dolben Street,
London SE1 0UQ.
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