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Editorial 

Gosia Brykczynska 

I l is hard to bclicvc Lhal spring is round lhe corner with the winter 
cold still having such a grip on London, but the farnihar increase 
in pilgrim aclivity al the Blackfriars office is a sure sign that the 

200G pilgrirn year is upon us and it's time far Practica! Pilgrim days. 
ol thal wintcr has been lhat somnolent - with yet another 

successful AGM held al the end of January and our chairman in 
a decidedly optimislic frame of rnind far 2006 with Miraz and 
G_aucelmo occupying much of our joyous energies (see Chairman's 
Repon). 

lvieanwhile, our secretary lVIarion Marples and I went to 
Burgundy in early February to do a reconnaissance far the autumn 
CSJ trip thal will include such pilgrim delights as Vézelay, Beaune, 
Cluny, Autun and many more perfectly magi.cal and spiritual places. 
\Ve both managed however to freeze to an attractive blue colour in 
the cold vaslness of the basílica at Vézelay, but the famous local wines 
and food soon revived us. (See the CSJ Events page far more details 
of the planned auturnn trip.) That is just as well, since we are now in 
the throes of preparing an egually exciting prograrnrne far the late 
lVIay 2006 CSJ trip lo Durham Cathedral and the north of England 
(where ,ve are told by reliable sources that it will be a lot warrner). 
Appropriately enough the event will start right after the feast of the 
Venerable Bede, and of course we will be visiting his tomb and the 
shrine of St Cuthben, and the rnonastery at Jarrow where the Bede 
story began so many centuries ago. (Again, please take note of the 
event on our CSJ Events page and sign up as soon as possible as there 
are limited accornmodation places at Ushaw College where we will 
be staying.) 

Contemplating the CSJ trip to the north of England reminds 
me of the enduring legacy of the industrious monks who helped 
lransform so much of the English countryside (many of whom were 
in pired by the Cluniac reforms in Burgundy) and who then recorded 
their work and achievements on vellum in cold scnpton·a. If you find 
yourselves in London this spring I suggest that to appreciate this sort 
of work, you visit the Victoria and Albert :Niuseum where pages 
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from the Saint John's Niinnesota Bible are on display. This amazing 
project undertaken by contemporary American Beneclictine rnonks is 
mammoth and costly and involves co-operation over many sites (the 
chief scribe ancl illuminator is \iVelsh ancl the scriptorium is locatecl 
in l\!Ionmouth, in South , 1Vales), but the finishccl work is both awe 
inspiring and enormously informative of that ancient calligraphic 
crafr ancl worth every single penny spent on it. See the Other Events 
page for further cletails about the exhibition or fincl out about this 
living-history project on their webpage at wvvw.sain~johnsbible.org 

Our own artistic encleavours and pilgrim accounts in this 
Bulletin include Rosalind Billingham 's beautifúl designs inspirecl by 
Romanesque architecture, a cautionary tale by Niichael vValton on the 
troubles that may befall us but never stop us from pursuing our pilgrim 
goals and a report from CSJ Bursary winner Rowan Guthrie about 
aspects of pilgrimage behaYiour from an anthropological perspective. 
Howard elson wraps up all these experiences in a poem; all most 
appropriate and inspiring stories and songs for long nights at home. 
But believe me, spring - and therefore pilgrimaging - is just around 
the corner. 

3 



Chairman's Report 

William Griffiths 

In OcLober 2005 a delegaLion from the Confraternity attended 
the SC\_'ent_h International Con~ress of_ th~ Jacobean Asso_ciations 
of Spam, m Ponferrada, orgarnsed th1s time by the Amigos del 

Camino de Santiago de El Bierzo, who have been our partners for o 
many years in the Refugio Gaucelmo at Rabanal. At the closing gala 
dinner, it was my honour to recei\·e on behalf of the Confraternity a 
fine diploma, which i signed by the President both of the Federación 
E pañola de Asociaciónes de Amigos del Camino de Santiago, and of 
the El Bierzo Amigo . The wording, it eems to me, is rather ignificant, 
and I \Vould like to hare it with you: "The Spani h Federation of 
Association • of Friend • of the Camino de Santiago, in the etting of the 
VII International Congre of Jacobean A ociation acknmdedge the 
merit of, ancl gi.\·e thanks for the \\'Ork undertaken by the Confraternity 
of Saintjame:, of London, in creating and su taining as Albergue for 
Jacobean pilgrim ·'Gaucelmo·, of Rabanal del Camino and l\liraz." 

Here if it \\·ere needed, i the a urance the Confraternity may ha,·e 
ought, that our di cernment that the time \\'a right for the launch of 

a econd Refugio project, and it final focu ing dmn1 on the \Í.llage of 
1\liraz in Galicia, i in no \,·ay to detract from the indi oluble bond of 
en ice ancl affe tion that \\'e ha\·e forgecl at Rabanal. Here, if it \\'ere 

needed, i the encouragement for our pioneer of the 1\liraz project, 
that our long tanding partner in the work at Rabanal fully upport our 
new work, ancl con ider the fl_edgling project worthy of citing along ide 
the Gaucelmo project in thi tribute they pay u . In Ponferrada, we 
made it clear to our co-\\'orker in El Bierzo and in all the Spani h 
A ociation., hm,· much the tribute mean to u , and I hare it with 
you nm,· becau e it um up o much of \\'hat ,,·e ha,·e tried to do thi 
la t year. 

A year ago, \\'hen \\'e poke about the New Refuge Project, e,·eral 
option \,·ere till open: the \'ía de la Plata, the \'ariou Norrhern 
route., e\·en location out ide Spain. Only the \ Tézelay route had been 
rulecl out, a. it hacl become clear that it more pr ino· need \\'a for t:, 

Confraternity mernber to help a lwspitaliers at Corbigny and Sorge 
raLher than to create our 0\\'11 new Refuge there. So, how did we come 
to ettle on Iiraz, on the Ruta de la Co ta a it wing· inland into the 

) L 

Dioce. e of Lugo. You can hear from laureen and Keith Young, who 
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carne forward to be for the New Refuge sornething of vvhat Walter 
and Mary Ivens had been for the foundalion al Rabanal, how detailcd 
criteria were drawn up and the various options painstakingly comparecl 
'"r:ith them. For myself, I prefer to say that St James led us lo l\!Iiraz, 
throug·h the interrnediarv of an olcl Criencl in the Diocese oC LLwo who 

'- l t) ' 

showed to Laurie Dennett a number of villages where the presbytery 
was now vacant. An1ong thern 11firaz, where the Rector hacl alreacly 
been sometimes receiving pilgrirns. Niiraz fillecl a long gap for pilgrims 
between Baamonde and the Cistercian rnonastery at Sobrado. And its 
church was dedicated to Stjarnes: what more guidance dicl we need ? 

So, an exchange of letters took place in which the Bishop of Lugo, 
Fray José Gomez Gonzalez, granted us use of the building. An advance 
party went out to 11iraz, ancl found pilgrims alreacly on the cloorstep. 
Clearly, we hacl to receive them. So a rota of hospitaleros was hastily 
assembled, co-ordinated by Alan Cutbush, and pilgrims have been 
received throughout the surnmer: alrnost a thousand of them. Bunks 
( of Rabanal standard) were installed, and the lzosjJitaleros were also of 
Rabanal standard. The first workshop for prospective Miraz lzosjJitaleros 
is about to be held in Colin Jones's \i\Torcestershire parish on 25 
February, the feast of Blessed Avertanus, who died while on pilgrimage 
to Rome. An immense amount of work still remains to be clone at 
Miraz, to transform the building from its present very provisional state. 
But the work of fundraising began as suddenly and spontaneously as 
the work of hospitality, when Ian Mackey ran the Edinburgh 11arathon 
in Galician gaitero costume. An enthusiastic group of fundraisers, lec! by 
Angelika Schneider until her move to Ireland, was soon al work. I have 
in the past made use of three themes from the Pastoral Letter of the 
Archbishop of Santiago, Don Julián Barrio Barrio, for the last Jubilee 
Year: Desiring, Giving and Jubilating. Our desire for a new Refüge 
has been abundantly fulfilled: our giving rnust continue to bring it to 
a jubilatory fruition. In the words of the Galician troubadour Martín 
Codax (slightly adapted): 

E miraremos las ondas 
E miraremos Mira,¿. 

Reflecting on giving, as always I musl thank thosc whorn we have 
entrusted to perforrn specific functions in the Confraternity, lo make 
concrete our giving. My Vice-Chairman, Alison Rc~ju, is known on the 
camino as the pilgrim with Lwo rucksacks. Now shc can be known as thc 
hospitalera with two refugios, having served al both Rabanal and Nliraz 
this year. Our wise and lucid Treasurer, 'fony Ward, will shortly be 
presenting our accounts to you. I thank ali our Truslccs:.Janc Bradshaw, 
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Gosia Brykczynska, Paul Graham, Gerry Greene (who sleppecl clown 
cluring the ycar), Revcl Colinjones, Mary Moseley, Graeme Taylor (co
optcd to succccd G rry Greene as Scouish represenlative), ancl Revd 
Ricky Yates. Thc ever-clelightfül trio Lo be found on a regular basis in 
our OHices: Marion Marples, Alison 'fhorp and Christine Pleasants, 
ancl all Lhc voluntcers who assist them Lhere. Marion's fame of course 
is known on every conlinent as an auLhority on the pilgrimage, and the 
American Friends of the .Camino have asked lo have her to talk at their 
conference Lhis year in Boulder, Colorado. Our Subcommiuees for 
Rabanal and for Miraz, from whom you will shortly be hearing in more 
detail. A special worcl of thanks for Paul Graham, stepping clown from 
chairing the Rabanal Committee, where he has been succeeded by 
Cristina ancl Paul Spink. Cristina ancl Paul are also a living example of 
the lruth that there musl be no conlradiction bet ween our commitments 
Lo Rabanal ancl to Miraz. They were among Lhe hospitaleros in :tvliraz this 
lasl season, and lhey were there when those of us who hacl been to the 
Ponferracla conference went to Miraz for a clelightful meeting with the 
village notables, to which Cristina and Paul (not least by their linguistic 
skilis) contributecl greatly. Thanks as always lo those who so devotedly 
manage our Library, and our Slide Library, Howard Nelson andjohn 
Hatfield, ancl to Rosemary \Vells, who manages our Gift Aicl. Howard 
also continues to manage our , Vebsite, vvhich continues its success story 
with 49,000 "bits" in 2005. I hope that you have ali logged on to it since 
June, when il was beautifully reclesigned by Piers icholson. Thanks 
to Gosia Brykczynska, who edits our BuLLetin, and is assistecl by James 
Hatts,John Revell and a valiant team of stuffers every quarter. Finally, 
what is a Confraternity if it cannot cloLhe its members with sweat-shirts 
and T-shirts? For this essential task, rny thanks to Ann Truman. 

Another occasion for jubilating cluring the past year was the, Vorld 
Youth Day in Colog11e in August 2005. This had been planned, and 
would hm·e been presided over, by the late Pope John Paul II, so aptly 
called the Pilgrim Pope. Prm·idence dictated that by August we had a 
new Pope, Benedict XVI, whose vestments bedecked with scallop shells 
we had aclrnired, ancl whose coat of arrns is full of pilgrim references 
: not only th scallop but also the penitent bear enlisted to assist St 
Corbinian in carrying his pack on pilgrirnage to Rome. Th Deutsche 
Sanktjakobu Gcsell chaft, of Aachen, had the happy idea of putting 
on a display about the Cornpostellan pilgrimage for the participants 
in \Vorlcl Youth Day, and invited Lhe Confralernity to be part of it. 
And so it was that l\,1arion l\1Iarples, Gosia Brykczynska, Liz Keay and 
myselC all of us "o/' a certain age" went to Colog11e rnasquerading 
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as young people, enjoyed Lhc hospitaliLy of our Gcrrnan fricncls, ancl 
saw something of their work of wayrnarking Lhc German roules to 
Santiago. 

I, recently on a visit to Hay-on-, 1Vye, ca.me a.cross a copy of Lilermy 
Distractions by Ronald Knox, one or thc grcat Christian wrilers in 
English of the 20th century, containing his essay Going on Pi~gn'mage. Of 
course I bought it only to fine!, on rcturning home, that I alrcady had 
it. So this copy is going to the Library. I am struck by bis clcscription ''A 
pilgrim is a sightseer endowed vvith a kind of second sight". One of the 
tasks we perform as a Confraternity is to foster that second sight. v\!e do 
that before the pilgrirnage to a certain extent, at our Practica! Pilgrirn 
Days: five of them coming up in thc nexl t\,vo rnonths, in Nottingharn, 
London, Liverpool, Glasgow and Thornbury. If you are intending to 
make the pilgrirnage, do come to one of thern. If you have already 
made the pilgrimage, do come to as rnany of them as you can to inspire 
and advise new pilgrirns. 

\Ve are also now fostering that second sight in pilgrirns after their 
return. In 2004 we had a day for returned pilgrims in the Revd Ricky 
Yates's parish. In 2005 we had a very successful weekend retreat 
for returned pilgrirns at An1pleforth Abbey, led by my namesake Fr 
Benjamin Griffiths. \Ve hope to continue this pauern of alternating day 
and weekend events in the years to come. 

'½. pilgrim is a sightseer endowed with a kincl of second sight." I 
am reminded of the anonymous poem painted on the wall alongside 
the camino outside ~jera, the one that beg:ins "Polvo, barro, soLy lluvia es 
Camino de Santiago)). It goes on to ask: 

"Pilgrim, who calls you? 
\Vhat hidden force pulls you? 
Neither the people of the way 
Nor the rustic customs. 
It is not history and culture, 
It is not the cock of La Calzada, 
It is nol the palace of Gaudí, 
lt is not the castle of Ponfcrrada. 
I see everything as I pass, 
And it is a joy to see everything, 
But I feel the voicc which calls me 
Far more dceply." 

May that voicc call us ever more dccply in thc ycar ahcacl. May ali 
that we see and jubílate in, in 2006 be cnrichccl with that sccond sight. 
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Communitas and Conflict on the 
Camino de Santiago 
By a novice anthropologist 

Injuly 2005 I walked,along the Can:iino 
Francés from Lean to Santiago 
de Compostela. I went as a social 

anthropology student, working towards my 
MSc al the University of Oxford, and as a 
Christian looking forward for sorne time to 
pray and reflect. By awarding me a bursary, 
the Confraternity of Saintjames offered me 
my first chance to try my hand at original•· 
research. Social anthropologists no longer 
study only tribal people hidden away in 
deep jungles, or exotic and faraway lands, 

Rowan Guthrie 

they now research ali manifestations of social life in the developed 
as well as the developing world. And what I think is special about 
social anthropologists is that they are committed to a method of study 
which requires 'participant observation'. This is the idea that in order 
to understand people you have to take part in their lives, for to really 
understand what is going on you cannot observe remotely from an 
ivory tower, but must engage fully in the society being studied. In most 
cases anthropologists will turn their noses up at less than two years of 
living with the people they are researching, imrnersing themselves in 
the culture, forming relationships and learning new languages. 

As a 'beginner' in the world of anthropology I could offer none of 
this long-term research and I can't say that rny Spanish is fluent either! 
However, I could go and be a pilgrim for three weeks, imrnerse myself 
totally in the experience and gain a far better insight than I v,1ould 
have gained frorn the cold analysis of statistics so often focussed 
on by 'Hy by night' researchers, or the dryness of understanding a 
human phenornenon rnerely by the writings of other anthropologi.sts 
and historians. I was offered a chance to take part and really feel 
like a pilgrirn. And so I walked, got blisters, entered naturally into 
friendships, had interesting conversations, rather like any other 
pilgrirn vvould, and this is what I found. 

8 



Communitas 
The question I have looked at during rny research on lhe Camino 
has been an evaluation of the work of British anlhropologisls Victor 
and Edith Turner and subsequent criticism of thc theories which 
they presented in their important book Irnage and Pilgrimage in 
Christian Culture (1978). The Turners have been the rnost influential 
anthropologists to look at pilgrirnage stuclies and their central theory 
is that pilgrimage demonstrates 'comrnunitas'. They tell us that 
communitas is a special kind of community which occurs when 
people are in out-of-the-ordinary circumstances, due to which they 
experience comradeship and treat each other as equals (see Turners 
1978:250). This communitas occurs on pilgrimage because pilgrims 
leave behind their everyclay routine ancl social status and embark on 
a completely different ,,vay of life for a transient time. It frees people 
from sorne of the norms of their everyday social structure, hence the 
ease with which people form clase associations with one another. 
Also, the shared experience of pilgrims as pilgrims overrides the usual 
social divisions experiencecl in day-to-day life. The Turners argue 
that these unlikely bonds which transcend, for example, class, age, 
sex, nationality and status, are found in pilgrimage situations in many 
different cultures, as we shall see. 
A goocl example of this comes from the autobiography o[ Malcolm 
X who describes his experience of the Muslim Hajj pilgrimage to 
Mecca as a time of equality and comradeship. He '"'rites that, "Love, 
humility, and true brotherhood was almost a physical feeling wherever 
I turned" (Malcolm X 1966 quoted in Turner I 973:218). Could 
something similar be said for the Camino de Santiago? Another 
example of communitas is said to occur on Hindu pilgrimages to 
the Lord Vithala temples in Pandharpur, Maharashtra. The Indian 
anthropologist Irwati Karve wrote an account of this pilgrimage in 
the 1960s. She tells us that divisions between clifferent castes became 
partially dissolved during the pilgrimage. Castes are hereditary groups 
which are maintained due to the belief that sorne groups are affected 
by greater ritual pollution than others. Normally people or different 
castes do not eat together, do different kind o[ jobs ancl avoid touching. 
Such rules were lessened on the pilgrirnage and otherwise impossible 
friendly relationships between castes were made possihle clue to the 
pilgrimage process (Karve 1962, discussed in Turners 1978). 
The question with which I set out was whcthcr thc cfTccts or this 
communitas can be said lo exisl on the Camino de Santiago, and if so, 
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whal generales Lhis myslerious boncling force? To help me I looked at 
sorne or Lhc personal accounls or CSJ rncmbcrs, a fascinaLing resource 
hclcl on file in lhe Confralernily library. One walking pilgrim's 
personal accounl or Lhe camino in 1998 had this to say: 

f l was deh/5/zifztL lo meel ujJ al lhe end qf a day 's waLk, lo exchange addresses 
in lhe .forLom hope lhal tlze common bond of piLgrimage wouLd one day be 
rekindLed. Jt was a bond wlzich qflen irritated, its many languagesfrustraled 
communication, its invaded JJersonaL space' - especial/y at night in the 
somewhat cramped ovemight accommodations, wlzen one longed far the soLitude 
qf lhe moming Yet lhere was a unique.fiiendship which grew ji-om sharing lhe 

journry, from tlze mutual endurance ef bListers and bruises, hunger and tlzirst, 
.fatigue and slrains. 
(Personal Account of CSJ ,fember, 1998 File # 1627, PAf..I 252) 

It is clear lhat the pilgrim quoted above sees the physical rigour of 
the pilgrimage as helping to surrnount difficulties of speaking different 
languages and sleeping in uncomfortable conditions. Ricky Yates, in 
bis article on being a ·Semi-\\ inter Pilgrim' in the December 2004 
edilion of the CSJ Bullelin, tells us that 

'my greatesl and Lastingj0J1s ji-om my pilgrimage were myfillow piLgrims ... .In 
afl my life I cannot remember experiencing suc/z a depth ef fn'endship and 
support.' (Yates in CSJ Bulletin o 88 December 2004: 29) 

l\1any pilgrims on the camino arri\·e and walk alone and even if 
they are '"ith friend it can be a daunting experience. \ Vhen I set off 
for my flight to Santander, planning to continue to León by bus, I felt 
terrified. I sat on the aeroplane with a thurnping headache, wondering 
what I had golten myself into and why I ever wanted to go in the first 
place! \Vhere would I tay each night? \ \ ould anyone talk to me? A 
a researcher would I be judged as not going to Santiago for the right 
reasons? This last minute panic completely eclipsed the excitement 
which had been building up for \\'eeks, bul only for a hort \\'hile. It 
was a passing phase of nen·es oon to be replaced ,,ith rnany kind 
faces, friend hips forrned, beds found, and such things a people fixing 
rny blisters, and laughter 0\'er pilgrirn menus. 

\ Vhilst the Turners \\'ere right in empha i ing that the character 
or pilgrirnage stems from people being away frorn their e,·eryday 
structures, it is not only that pilgrirnage is an out of the ordinary 
experience. \ Vhat is irnportant is that by going on pilgrimage, you 
make yourself \'ulnerable to unfamiliar surroundings, to phy ical 
suffering, lack of accommodation, and rnost importantly, lack of 
friend and family. This \'ulnerability promotes the forrning of unlikely 
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bonds which cut across age, nationalily, language ancl rcligion. It is my 
view that such boncls are also formecl becausc pcoplc recognise that 
others are in the same sticky situation that they are. I believe that the 
source of communitas is shared experience. 

Conflict or Communitas? 
Although the Turners' interpretation of pilgrimagc has been or 
seminal importance for anthropologists working in this area, many 
scholars have given examples of pilgrimage to prove that pilgrimages 
are characterised more by conflict than by the egalitarianism and 
bonding of communitas. l\!Iichael Sallnow is an expert on pilgrimage 
in the Cuzco region of the Andes. Here pilgrims walk with other 
members of their community to various l\!Iarian and Christian shrines. 
In his work, he obsen·ed that there is a strict cacle of conduct on the 
pilgrimage which emphasises sharing all food equally despite status 
ancl gender. This sounds like the qualities or comrnunitas I outlined 
befare. However, he notes that when one group comes into contact 
with another on the way to or at the shrines, there is hostility between 
thern. Here he provicles a vivid picture of this conílict: 

At some regional fiestas wardens patrolled tlze sanctuary and its precincts) 
armed witlz wlzips to subdue suc/z outbreaks q/ confüct amongst tlze pilgn·nis. 
Opposition and coriflict between contingent5y in swn) were endemic in t/ze 
pilgrimage process. 
(Sallnow in Man 1992 16(2): 173) 

On the basis of this conflict between groups, Sallnow condueles that 
the Turners' emphasis on cornrnunitas was rnisplaced. Furtherrnore, 
cornrnunitas in his experience was not spontaneous, but enforcecl on 
the pilgrimage. There was no choice other than to treat each other 
in a brotherly fashion. \Vhen two groups would rneet one another 
this discontent between cornmunities clid not clisappear, but was even 
brought to the fore. For hirn conílict can be an important part or 
pilgrirnages. 

On reading Sallnow's critique or cornrnunitas, I was rerninded of 
rny experience on Scottish Cross, an ecurnenical pilgrirnage to lona 
which I went on befare I becamc interested in the acadernic stucly of 
pilgrirnage. On reílection, it struck me that thc intcnsity or shared 
experience on pilgrirnage produces cornmunitas. In this Holy \ Veek 
pilgrirnage, two groups or about twenty-fivc pilgrirns start in Fort 
Williarn and Loch Lornond respectively Aftcr severa! clays or walking 
as separate groups, the two parties rneet up in Oban and complete the 
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walk over l\llull Lo lona LogeLher. \Vhilst no whips were brandished, 
as in Sallnow's cxpericnce, I expcrienccd along with Lhe rcst of my 
group, a ccrtain cliscomfort at being united with this 'other lot' in 
Oban. After almosl a week of spcnding every waking (and sleeping) 
minute with onc group, it was vcry diílicult to get used to being parl 
ol' a biggcr pilgrimage, though social convention and the spirit of 
Scollish Cross quickly overcame these differences. 

I wonder if anyone reading Lhis has noLed sorne kind of similar 
expcrience on Lheir camino. \,Vhcn there is no shared experience, 
communitas undoubteclly falters. \Vhen people feel thernselves to be 
pilgrims on a special journey sharing each day with others whom they 
also recognise as pilgrims, communitas can ílourish. However, Sallnow 
was probably right in noting that Lhere is a danger in describing 
pilgrirnage as sorne kind of Utopian, harmonious social event where 
no one queslions or judges anyone els . Surely it would be a mistake 
to imagine the camino as such and would not help us to understand 
it so well. Could we, like Sallnow, see pilgrirnage in a different light if 
we look not only at friendship bet\veen pilgrims, but also at conílict? 
To my mind these conílicts, or rather tensions, do not outweigh the 
experiences of cornrnunitas I have outlined above. Howe\'er conllict 
tencls to exist over the que tion of who i an authentic pilgrim and 
who is a tourist along for the riele. 

Conflicts and the Authentic Pilgrim 
The Camino de Santiago has becorne increasingly popular as a 
traditional pilgrimage with more and more pilgrims walking and 
cycling (and ridü1g) to Santiago e\'ery year. In her exccllent book, 
Pilgrim Storie , the anthropologi t ancy Frey giYes u an idea of 
the number of voic s that have tried to define the camino today 
from General Franco to the Tourist Board of Spain (see Frey 1998: 
237-25-l-for a detailed clcscription of the reanirnation of the camino). 
1'hc camino has many clamouring voices which define it and many 
different ideas of what it means to be a pilgrim. As an example I 
woulcl like to di cuss the moti\'ation of pilgrims on the \\ay of Saint 
Jame. 

The CaLhedral Office in Santiago will present pilgrims with 
cornpostelas if they have ,valked or riclden at least 100km, or cycled at 
lcasl 200km. Pilgrims will only recei\'e the cornpostela if they agree 
that they havc completed the pilgrimage for religious or spiritual 
rcasons. Those who have any othcr motive rnay be granted a general 
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certificate but not the compostela. This suggests that in orclcr to be 
an authentic pilgrim you must have a Christian molivation, eilhcr 
searching for faith or deepening faith, ancl the Pilgrim Office of thc 
Cathedral tells us on its ,,vebsite that 'it is the intention lhat makcs you 
a pilgrim'. (Arzobispado de Santiago, emphasis original, scc wcbsite). 
Yet it is important to bear in mind that pilgrims may have di(Tcrenl 
intentions for being on the camino. 

l\1Iany of the pilgrims I spoke to said that being in Santiago and 
the various rituals undertaken at the cathedral wcre not the rnost 
irnportant part of their pilgrirnage. There are rnixecl views on what 
rnotivation a pilgrirn shoulcl have and whether the rnost irnportant 
aspect of the camino is the tomb of Saint James or the journey in 
itself Frey gives a goocl anecclote to illustrate this point. She tells 
us of a man who was refusecl the compostela because he was not a 
Christian. Here he protests at what he felt v.ras an unfair decision, with 
Frey's cornrnents on the episode: 

My sinceriry wasn't acknowledged and my ~fforts didn't merú tlze small 
acknowledgment ef tlze certificate .... Tlze Clzurclz discri?ninates against beliif; 
or better said, discrúninates against sincerity." For lzún and many otlzer 
jJilgrims, tlzis expe?ience contains all tlze elements ef an autlzentic jJilgrimage 
- temporal spatial and physical. He dearry developed a d/ffirent sense qf 
tlze autlzentic pilgrim during lzis journe_J~ wlziclz did not conespond witlz tlze 
Clzurclz s. 
(Frey 1998: 160 quoting El País) 

Sorne would say that the pilgrim's motive should be lo reach the 
tomb of Santiago, and I myself felt sorne surprise at the number 
of non-Christian, but nevertheless spiritually rnotivated people, on 
the camino. Many walking, cycling ancl riding pilgrims find their 
experience on the camino lo be a profouncl one, simply because lhe 
rhythrn of life is so diflerent from lheir evcryday life al home. 

I made friencls with Moritz (real name nol usecl) who had vvalkecl 
from his front door in Switzerlancl. He describccl the effect this 
journey was having on him. Somctimes he had cried with lonelincss 
as he walked or longed for his own space whcn su rrounded by 
companions. He fell these emotions kcenly as he walkcd, changing 
like the weather. Whether walking in beautiful or industrial areas, 
Moritz explained to me that he was learning thal he had lo acccpt 
life as it is in each momenl, accepting thc goocl times ancl bacl times 
as they arrive wilhout fighting against it. This will nol rcsonalc 
with everyone's experiences on the camino, but il is fair to say that 
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/[oritz's attitudc was dcveloping dueto the experience of walk.ing long 
clistances ancl thc slow rhythm of this walk.ing. He was not focussed 
on thc arrival in Santiago as muchas he was on the process of gelling 

thcrc step by stcp. 
1 í pilgrims are lo be defined as thosc who are journcying lo a 

rcligious sitc, it woukl scem that communitas does not extend lo lhe 
cntirc pilgrim communily. For many non-motorised pilgrims, it is 
nol simply a case of gctting yourself to Santiago; it is how you get 
yoursclf to Santiago. ancy Frey has observed that pilgrims who go 
by non-motorisccl transpon see a workl of clifference between their 
own experiencc ancl lhat of pilgrims arriving by motorised means. 
(Frey 1998: 18) I also noted thal pilgrims, like Moritz, find their 
traditional moclc of travcl as central Lo their experience. For someone 
who' has not allemptecl al least part of the camino by non-motorised 
transport, this may seem strange. Surely an authentic pilgrim is one 
who goes to a religious site for healing, clevotion or penance, regardless 
of transportation. Howe\'er, as I have shown, motorised pilgrims are 
often seen as something altogether differenl, even as tourists by non
rnotorised pilgrirns. 

If I am corrccl in thinking that communitas, this special kind of 
bonding founcl on pilgrimage, come about when people share an 
out-of-the-orclinary experience then this rnay explain orne of the 
diúsions and tensions '"'ithin the pilgrim cornmunity. For example, 
there are furthcr di\'Í. ions Lo be found between cyclists ancl walkers. 
I ncver expericnccd any conflicts bctwcen walkers and cyclists, but I 
had little contact wilh cyclists because we were moving at a diITerent 
pace. Howe,·cr, al the time of Iancy Frey's research in the 1990s he 
heard the cyclists el scribed by Spani h walking pilgrirn a peregrinos 
descafeinados, that is, 'clecaffeinated pilgrirns,' a watered clown ,·er ion 
of the real thing. In a pe-rsonal ac ount of a CSJ mernber frorn 1998, 
I noted the following record of a cycling pilgrirn who was aboul to set 
out on his pilgrirnagc: 

I read the joffowing sentence, ca pilgrimage on .foot and nature is t/ze on6J 
ioq__JJ in wlzidz Cod can be conmzwzicated tomen.' I reali,¿edfor t/ze.first time 
t/zat a pilgn·nz on a (J'de was not tlzoug/zt lo be serious[y on a jJilgrimage. 
(Personal Account of CSJ rnernbe1~ # 655 PAl\I 202, 19 Augu t 

l 1 Septem ber 1 998) 

It appears that e nflict can arise when the authenticity of pilgrims 
is questionecl, lcading to sorne groups 1ecling alienated. This is not 
because cornmunitas cannot exist in ¡)iloTimag·es but it is because 

~ l... ' 
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communitas can only exist where experience is sharccl. v\Thcrc lhe 
central experience is cenlred on lhe slovv rhythm of pilgrirn lifc, lhose 
going at difierent speecls may fincl it harcler lo see each olhcr as {ellow 
pilgrims. In my view there is no one clefinition of an authcntic pilgrirn 
but it is true that pilgrims will bond with others who are 'in thc sarne 
boat as they are' rather lhan as a general rule encompassing all types 
of pilgrims. 

I have spent sorne time outlining lhis source of conílict because I 
felt myself acutely aware of it on my own pilgrimage. This is partly 
due to my own bias. For example, it was important to me that I shoulcl 
walk the entire section I set out to complete. Although I was walking 
a smaller section than many other pilgrims, I slill didn'l want to catch 
a bus or have my bag transported. However, such concerns were not 
a product solely of my imagination. For exarnple, I walked for a time 
with a German pilgrim who had walked from the French border and 
who asked me outright, "Do you feel guilty for only hm·ing walked 
from León?" In all honesty the answer was yes, I had felt a bit guilty 
about it, and his direct question led me to dwell on the cliílcrent ways 
people decide on what makes a pilgrimage authentic. I askcd him 
what he thought a true pilgrim was. He answered that a true pilgrim 
walks all the way from their home and then turns and walks back. He 
articulated distance as the key characteristic of a true pilgrim and this 
attitude is reflected to varying degrees in the pilgrim community. 

Conclusion 
I am sure that other pilgrims reading this woukl be able to add their 
own disgruntled stories to my examples. Conllict is a real part of the 
camino, as it is part of everyday life. Many anthropologists writing 
after the Turners have been reacting against grand theories which 
sweepingly miss out the complexities of social liíe and they have 
focussed on the diffcrences between people's views in society in order 
to give a fairer sample. And to my rnind the Turners werc presenting 
rather a Utopian view of pilgrimagc. However, I don'l think that 
it is conílict which is the defining feature of the camino today. I of 
course observed (and participated in) the grumpincss over long queues 
at Santiago Cathedral, and being wokcn up at 5am by pilgrims ovcr
keen to arrive at the next bed. Howcvcr, whal far oul-wcighed all 
these troubles was my relief at finding peoplc lo talk lo who wcrc 
similarly in need of companionship. I founcl fricnclship as I walkccl 
and people to eat with in the evenings, avoiding lhc lonclincss I hacl 
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fcared on the aeroplane to Santander. 
It would secm that the whip brandishing stewards describcd by 

Sallnow in the Andes are not quite needed on the camino yet! Due to 
my shared experiencc oC being a pilgrim, the communitas described 
by thc Turners prcvaikd and it was this, rather than the conílict, 
which lef't the most lasting irnpression. Though I feel the issue is 
more cornplicated than the Turners allow, the overarching experience 
for me was onc of communitas and I'm vcry grateful to the CSJ for 
having given me thc opportunity to experience it first hand. 
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Camino Catastrophe 
or Life's little irritations 

Michael Walton 

H a\'ing already walked thc camino from Le Puy to Saint
Jean-Pied-de-Port my next stage was to be Roncesvalles to 
Burgos, starting on 12 September. ] bis woulcl leave Burgos 

to Santiago for the follmving year. The 500 or so miles from Le Puy 
had been completecl with no problcms, no cquipmcnt lost and no 
accidents. This was to be the year when all thcse things happcncd, in 
quantity. 

The journey to Roncesvalles started in Sherwood, Nottinghamshire, 
waiting for the ational Express bus. \ Vilh the bus fort y five minutes 
late it was time to worry about the connection in Lonclon. The bus 
was fifty minutes late but the driver maclc up for lost time and the 
connection in Lonclon was caught easily. The Paris bus had seven 
passengers. At Dover we founcl out that one was an illegal cmigrant 
whose French \'i a was out of date. The oílicials at Dm·er hcld us all up 
whilst they asked the French if they would adrnit him. Aftcr ovcr half 
an hour the expected answer carne back and the bus was told to lcm·e 
the clocks, put the passenger off ancl return. The clri\·er, of coursc, 
spoke no English. \Vhen a vehicle is _ ent off the dock it goc. clown 
the lane to the scarch station, so wc wcre pulled in and two customs 
ofTicers appeared ready to search us. A fcw cxplanations latcr wc wcrc 
allowed off the dock and the passcnger put oíl: still asking why he 
could not carry on and what he was to do next. By this time we hacl 
missed the boat so we were late arriving in Paris. 

The bus lasl year had also been late so I had been thirty minutes 
late at my booked hotel to be tole) that my room had bccn sold. This 
year I had booked and also paid in advance. So I had a room Cor the 
night, a room but no key. Il was not on thc board and could not be 
found. A search in the hotel safc procluccd thc only cluplicatc and I 
went off to bcd lo fine! the room key in thc door. 

I was walking with a Bclgian fricnd and was to rncct him al 
Montparnasse lo catch the TGV to Bayonnc. l hacl clccidccl tliat rny 
angina would be happier crossing thc Pyrcnccs in a taxi so \i\lC vvc1T in 
Roncesvalles by 6.15pm. Wc attcnclccl rnass ancl thc pilgrim blcssing, 
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which we found vcry moving. Also in Roncesvalles was a horse and 
carL that had come ali the way from Vcnice - one horse, Lwo people 
and lwo clogs. 

Firsl day on lhe camino, early morning mist and we had breakfast 
al the panaderi,a al Burguele. A mile pasl Burguete I realised that I had 
losl my hat, a companion of 500 miles. I retraced my steps but could 
not find it. ff anyone found it later I would have been happy Lo have 
il back. As the weather was hot and sunny I really needed something 
on my head. ,ve stopped in the next village and I bought a straw hat, 
four yoghurts and Lwo cans of orange. The hat was fated not to last 
long. We stayed al Zubiri that night and Cizur Menor the next night. 
Here we shared a room with two American women. lt was their first 
night in a refuge. They had left mosl of their luggage in a Hilton Hotel 
and had not known that men and women slept in the same rooms. 
T'hey were not happy with this arrangement. I had bought a sleeping 
mat for Spain. Just outside Puente la Reina, 011 the way from Eunate, 
which was closed, it was attacked by brarnbles and had large pieces 
torn out of it. I never did have to use it. We stayed in the new refuge 
in Puente la Reina. I was not sure if it was a converted sports hall or 
a new barn. The dormitory was huge and noisy. 

lt was after Los Arcos that things really started to go downhill. vVe 
left at 7.15am in torrencial rain, the first of the trip. l\Iy new cover
everything type of poncho covered nothing. Legs and arms were 
soaked in minutes. lt was rny own fault. I should have tried it at home. 
The situation was not improved by seeing others going past in lovely 
long ponchos with humps for their rucksacks. The mud was what we in 
the Midlands call 'clany'. Close to Viana my companion Chris slipped 
in the mud, fell clown and broke his leg. He just lay there, said in a 
quite voice "l've broken my leg." and fainted. Another pilgrim carne 
along and vve were able to lake Chris's rucksack off and sit him up. 
Luckily we were in sight of the main road into Viana but Chris was 
the one who spoke Spanish. So, there I was, standing in the middle 
of the road, phrase book in hand stopping cars until I found someone 
with a mobile phone. SA1\,1U (Spanish ambulance service) was there 
in füleen minutes and Chris was in Logrofio hospital within half an 
hour of falling. \Ve were both covered in mud and our rucksacks were 
little better. Chris was plasterecl, given an ECG and then taken off 
to be manipulated. Apparently it was a bacl fracture, both bone and 
ligament being broken. So there I ,,vas, in a strange city, with two lots 
of luggage, no accornrnoclation and liule Spanish. Incidentally, my 
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new straw hat had not stood up to the rain very wcll ancl was now 
stuflecl in my rucksack. 

Leaving that day's uneaten picnic in thc hospital clustbin I took a 
taxi to the refuge. They kindly agreed to let me stay until Chris coulcl 
travel and I could take him back to París. Ncxt day I wenl to visil Chris 
in hospital., Vhen I arrived he hacl alrcacly bacl a visit Crom two Spanish 
girls we had met on the camino. On the seconcl clay of his stay he had 
a visit from another pilgrim ancl was scnt a get-wcll carel from a group 
of French pilgrims. Surely this is part of the Spirit or thc Camino. All 
those we hacl walked with were concernecl about his acciclenl ancl senl 
their best v.rishes. ,vhen back home he reccivecl a phone call from a 
Canadian pilgrim we hacl mel two years before. Chris was to stay in 
hospital that day but coulcl be discharged on the day aüer if all went 
well. That night in the refuge I met two Confraternity members who 
asked me to share their evening meal. This was vcry kind of them 
and I vvas very happy to accept thcir invitation. The next day was the 
start of the .fiesta. Bands eYerywhere, shops closecl and bu lis running 
in the streets. I went to see the bulls running behincl the barricades 
and then went off to hospital to see if Chris was to be discharged. 
He could go if I could take him home to Versailles by train ancl he 
would need a pair of crutches. These are not provicled in Spain. This 
was no problem, they are solcl in pharmacies, but it was.fiesta ancl the 
shops were closed. Two pharmacies were open in the whole city so off 
I went, map in hand. 

The next problem was the train, and sleeping accommoclation. 
With a leg in plaster, Chris would need to líe clown on the journey. I 
booked an overnight trainjourney, changing at Burgos, with a bottom 
bunk for Chris. I now had two lots oí luggage and Chris to pul on the 
train during its short stop al Logrotío. At the refuge I hacl to pack both 
rucksacks and make them as easy to carry as possiblc. My slceping mal 
made my rucksack very unwielcly, and was a bit taltcrcd aJtcr its fight 
with the brambles, so that was abandonecl. My ncw hat cnclccl up in a 
rubbish bin at the station. A taxi took me to the hospital and parked in 
a restricted area whilst I fetchcd Chris clown in a whcclchair. Thcn it 
was off to the station. When the train carne it was obvious that I coulcl 
not cope with Chris and two rucksacks. Thc stcp up into thc train 
was about two feet ancl thcre was a gap lxtwccn train a11Cl platform. 
Luckily help was al hand as two Spaniarcls pickccl Chris up ancl slid 
him onto the íloor of the train. I thrcw thc rucksacks aftcr him and 
we were off At Burgos we had to changc platforms so Chris staggcrccl 
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clown onc í1ighL or sLairs, with me in front in case he ldl clown. Then 
it was up thc ncxL ílighL, with me behind this time. Ten o'clock al 
night and Lhc station buHet had no food! I always carry something for 
crnergcncics and this was an emergency of sorts. Dinner was orange 
juicc, a Mars bar and í1apjack. AL leasl iL was better than nothing. 

AL eleven Lhc Paris Lrain carne in and the same mounting 
proceclure happened again. Chris was taken away by an attendant and 
I was pushcd inLo a dark compartment, with both rucksacks. Luckily 
thc firsl place I pul my hand was on an empty bunk. There seemed 
nowhcre Lo put 1 uggagc so I left it on the íloor and went to sleep. The 
next morning we arrived in Paris to be met by Chris's wife icole and 
a taxi. I stayed with thcm for two days and then started for home. Did 
things improve? No they did not. \Vhilst queuing for the Eurolines bus 
rny walking stick was stolcn. \Vhen we arrived at Dover we had an 
illegal imrnigrant on board and we had to wait while he was seen to. 
I could not understand him reaching Dover as his papers had already 
been checkecl three times. Heavy rain on the M 1 meant that I was an 
hour late arriving in Shenvood. 

But I will still go back to finish the camino. Chris's leg has healed 
well and he too will be walking. 
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Here, in your scaffolding 

The moving brightness of t/ze candle flmne) 
the belfs reverberance) 

the breathing stillness of our evening praye1; 
while) in the cloister; birds give place to bats: 

s01netimes we sense you 
as a rus hing winr4· at o thers 

you grant us glimpses: your gannenfs Jringe. 
It is enough: it is not time) 
and we have work to do) 
here) in your scajfolding 
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Real pilgrims, authentic routes 

Peter Robins 

S 
cvcral of thc contri bu tors to BuLLetin No 90 raise the issue of 
'authenticity' and being a 'real pilgrim'. Philip Wren is hurt by 
a Frenchman's claim that he was 'not a real pilgrim'; what's 

more: 'I dicl not feel a true pilgrim because I had skipped too much of 
thc journey'. In a similar vein, John Blackwell, en route from Namur, 
meets Dutch pilgrims ,,vho are 'horrified' because he is not following 
the preordained GR route. It seems he is not a 'real pilgrim' either, 
though he consoles himself vvith the thought that his route is 'more 
authentic' because it was 'the most likely route for the medieval 
pilgrims'. 

l\Ieamvhile, Iichael Shearer find 'much lacking' on the Camino 
Francés compared with twenty years ago: overcrowded, 'more self
conscious and more commercial' and 'lost its innocence'; for him, it 
seems, the camino has become less authentic. He heads for orway, 
but even there it eem there are arguments about which routes are 
authentic! 

I'm sure no-one \\'Ould di agree that the camino ha changed 
considerably from t\\'enty year ago. Spain it elf has changed rapidly 
through its economic boom, much of \\'hich is readily \'i ible from 
the camino: Iarge population mm·ements, particularly of the young, 
from countryside to to\\'n, decreased iníluence of the Church, and 
of course a large increa e in road-building. This ha led to the 
historical echoes on the camino becoming e,·er fainter. A it' grown 
in popularity, ine,itably it' attracted the attention of touri t and other 
bodies that are not intere ted in pilgrimage a uch, but in attracting 
outside money to the areas it passe through. Thi ha led to an 
increase in commercial interest, but I'm actually surprised at how 
little commercialism there is on the Camino Francés. True, Rabanal 
for instance now has a hostal anda hotel but the e surely do not hugely 
alter the character of the place. It' certainly nothing like the extent 
that, for example, l\Iediterranean fishing ,·illages h,ffe been changed 
by commerciali m. o doubt, this is at lea t partly due to the large 
number of non-commercial bodies like the Confraternity that are 
in volved. 
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lt seems to me the problem is more of a muclclying of conccpts: 
the timeless, largely abstract, spiritual concept of pilgrimagc has got 
mucldled up vúth the entirely modern tourist concepts of going on a 
package tour and following a ,,vaymarked trail. So the idea has bccomc 
widespreacl that the pilgrimage to Santiago consists of a waymarked 
trail called the Camino Francés which starts either in Ronccsvallcs 
or in Saintjean-Pied-de-Port (or, bizarrely, Le Puy-cn-Vclay). To 
participate in the pilgrirn package-tour you get a spccial documcnt 
called a credencial which proves your status as a pilgrirn. You go lo 
one of the official starting places to start the tou1~ you stop in special 
pilgrim albergues and eat in restaurants with pilgrim rnenus, looking at 
the historie monuments along the trail, and discussing the meaning 
of life with fellow-participants. As you go along, you get your credencial 
stamped so when you get to the end of the tour at Santiago you can 
get a certificate called a compostela to confirm that you have successfully 
completed a pilgrimage; now you can stop being a pilgrim, and retu rn 
to the real world. Of course, there's nothing wrong with following a 
waymarked trail, or having a credencial) stopping in an albe1gue or any 
other of these rules. The problem comes with their being de rigueur: you 
must adhere to the rules or you are nota 'real pilgrim'. 

Compare this with, for example, medieval pilgrirns to Santiago 
from Britain and other countries on the Atlantic seaboarcl. They would 
have largely gone by sea to Galicia, so they did not go anrvherc near 
the Camino Francés, let alone Le Puy. They will have over-nighted or 
eaten wherever and whenever sornething was available. They did not 
get anything stamped. They woulcl not have qualified for a compostela 
as most of thern would have walked less than 100km. vVhat's morf, 
we can be sure if there had been a navigable river to Santiago they 
would have sailed directly there. After all, the ol~jective was to get to 
Santiago, not to go for a walk or follow sorne waymarked trail. 

So where does the idea come from that pilgrimage involves sorne 
kind of long walk? o-one ever suggests that thc many thousands who 
go every year to places like Rorne or Laureles have to walk thcre to he 
called pilgrims; indeed, many who go to Lourdcs are unablc to walk. 
lt's true that many of Europe's pilgrimages, in Galicia for cxample, 
involve a procession along a prcdefincd routc: to thc shrinc in thc 
church, frorn the church to the shrinc on thc hill or in thc forcst, etc. 
However, most of these are quite short, an hour or two al thc rnost. 
Santiago cathedra1 carne up with the idea of a mínimum distancc for 
a comjJOstela, but this is an entircly arbitrary nurnbcr, ancl it's hard to 
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see what historical or religious justification there is for it. lt excludes 
most Galióans slarting from their home, forcing them to start al 
sorne arbitrary place like Sarria. lt also excludes anyone from outside 
Galicia starting the Spanish part of their journey at one of the major 
porls, such as La Corufía; it would thus have excluded those medieval 
pilgrirns from Britain. 

Etyrnologists tell us that 'pilgrim' is from Latín peregrinus, ultirnately 
from jJer and ager, that is, someone from over the fields, a foreigner, a 
stranger, sorneone outlandish. By going on pilgrimage, you cast off the 
familiar and ven tu re into the unknown. In medieval times, this would 
definitely have been the case: setting off to a nearby shrine would be 
a mé~or undertaking, fraught with danger and uncertainty; setting off 
to a distant place like Rome or Santiago, with no real knowledge of 
the places one was going through; and unable to read or communicate 
with the locals, would have been daunting. One really woulcl have to 
put one's faith in the Lord ancl/ or Stjames. 

Nowaclays, however, this is not really so any more: the rnodern 
pilgrim can prepare by reading books and consulting maps, can 
learn Spanish ( or even Galician), become reasonably expert on the 
relevant history ancl architecture. In fact, moclern pilgrims bear little 
resemblance to their medieval counterparts: the years of education, 
the high-tech clothing, maps ancl accommodation lists, camera, mobile 
phone, credit cards, taking money out of the cash machine, having 
recourse to modern hospitals ancl medicine, etc. In addition, modern 
pilgrims can opt out if things go wrong: catch a bus or a train, or fly 
home. Nledieval ones had no such option, either going there or coming 
back. So, in this respect, 'modern pilgrim' is a bit of an oxymoron. 

As for the routes, 'authentic' seems to mean 'based on medieval'. 
Apart from localised access roads to the remoter shrines, medieval 
pilgrims clid not create their own special roads. They usecl the ordinary 
roacl network of the time, so pretty much ali medieval roacls are 
'authentic' in the sense that they will have been usecl by sorne pilgrirn 
at sorne time. H by 'most authentic' we mean those routes most used in 
medieval times, they will have been those from and between the main 
population centres of the time. Look at a map of the main macis in 
medieval France, for example, and you see three heading for the south
west corner: from Paris/Tours via Bordeaux through Limoo·es ancl 
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Périgueux, and from the Rhone delta vía l\Iontpellier ancl Toulouse; 
these corresponcl nicely to three of the routes listed in the Codex 
Calixtinus. 
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By and large, these routes remain the rnain roads of' toclay. Howc\'cr, 
a modern main road - rnulti-lanecl, tarmacccl, with juggcrnauts and 
other heavy traffic thundering up ancl clown - bears little rcscmblancc to 
a medieval one, and so can hardly be scen as 'authentic' if by authcntic 
you mean rnedie\·al. The line may be authentic but thc roacl itsclf isn't. 
So those looking for something more plcasant h~l\'e to moclify the 
route; where the number of users justifies it, a new parallel track can 
be created, as has happened on many stretches of' the Camino Francés. 
Otherwise, alternatives that 'shadow' the main roacl havc to be used. 
Then the question becomes how far an alternative can cleviate from the 
old line to rernain 'authentic' - a !argel y personal judgement. 

In France, there is an additional factor: one of the rnain bodies 
involved in creating Sentiers de St Jacques is the walkers federation, the 
FFRP, whose priority is not necessarily creating an 'authentic' route, 
but the more pragmatic one of creating one as quickJy as possible; a 
simple way of doing this is to use existing GRs as much as possible. 
A good exarnple of this is the GR654 thatjohn Blackwell comments 
on: at least ninety percent of the arnur-Vézelay section is cornposecl 
of pre-existing GRs that were linkcd togethcr ancl 'rebranded' as a 
'Sentier de Stjacques' - nothing very 'authentic' about that. The same 
applies to a lesser extent to sections of the new GR655 from Paris. 
John is therefore surely right that his route is more authentic. But then 
the majority of those coming from Namur or Reims ,,vill surely have 
gone via París, not Vézelay, particularly in the later Miclclle Ages whcn 
Vézelay ceased to be of much interest to pilgrims alter it was clcdared 
not to house the relics of Mary Nlagclalene. 

The GR653, the 'Arles route', <loes not even follow the Cóclex 
route. This clearly states that after St Guilhem-le-Désert you visit St 
Thibiry; as this is on the Roman road to arbonnc, thc ob\i.ous way to 
Toulouse is along the main roacl via Carcassonne. I nsteacl of this, the 
GR wanders off into the hills, no cloubt because its crcators consiclerecl 
that more attractive than the more 'authentic' lowland line. 

The fourth route listed in the Codex Calixtinus is thc onc frorn 
Le Puy. However, the eviclencc for this being a main road for pilgrims 
to Santiago is clecicleclly slim. The moclcrn routc, thc GR65, is an 
invention of the 1970s; thc crcators triccl to fincl cvidcncc for a 
historical routc, but failed Lo fincl anything much, so scttlccl for an 
attractive route linking places of historie intcrcst, ancl throwing in a 
few churches dedicated to St Jacqucs for goocl mcasurc. Thc Codcx 
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itsclf' only 1isls two places, Conques and Moissac, on lhe 700+km to 
the Pyrenees - harclly a delailed route descriplion for anyone trying to 

' h • ,, ere.lle an aul enllc route . 
BuL even if the clocumentation for the Codex routes were substantial 

ancl the GRs were tightly bound to this, what is 'authentic' about a 
British (or North American) pilgrim catching aplane or train to sorne 
clistanl place and starling a pilgrimage lhere? You might as well just 
calch one direcl to Santiago and be done with it! As there are no ship 
services to Galicia nowadays, the modern equivalent to the medieval 
Brilish pilgrim'sjourney would seem lo me Lo be to fly to Santiago and 
back. Just as the medieval pilgrim walked to the nearest seaport, took a 
ship to Galicia, and Lhen continued Lo Santiago on foot, so the modern 
pilgrim can wa1k to the nearest airport, take a plane to Lavacolla, and 
then continue to Santiago on foot. 

However, why should a modern pilgrimage be based on a medieval 
one anyway? \Vhy is this more 'authentic'? \Vhat is authentic about 
a modern person pretending to be a medieval person (and, for the 
reasons listed above, largely failing)? What does it matter what medieval 
pilgrims did? Lourdes is an example of a very popular post-medieval 
pilgrimage, and it's by no means the only one. 

Doesn't ali the talk of real and authentic miss the point? The most 
important thing about a pilgrimage is surely not whether it's 'real' or 
'authentic' but whether it's meaningful. It's easy (and quite fun) to 
mock those on the Camino package tour - 'catching the 7.32 footpath', 
as Michael Shearer nicely puts it. But one of the striking things about 
modern pilgrims lo Santiago is how many find it rewarding, giving 
sorne kind of special experience, perhaps even a renewal or at least a 
fresh view on sorne aspect of life. Vézelay or Conques may be largely 
l 9th-century rebuilds, and not very onvincing as staging-posts to 

Santiago; the Santiago \,·e see today may largely postdate the medieval 
pilgrimage. But Lhey are all splenclicl places nevertheless, which rnany 
find inspiring to visil. 

So my advice to anyone told they are not 'real' or 'authentic' is 
lo just shrug thc shoulders and say "OK, I'm not a real pilgrirn. So 
what?" or "OK, I'm nol following an aulhentic route. So what?" See 
what happens. 

The exrlwnge q/ opinion 011 this lojJic wlúr/1 has been genemled since BuLLetin }lo 90 has been 
tlwughl-jJrouoking. Per/l{ljJS it is time 1ww lo termina/e the dialogue in ddérenre to other subjert 
11/{l{/e¡: l!,r;/ 
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Being locked out in the dead of 
winter in Miraz 

Conrad Hallaran 

S 
unday morning, 11 December 2005, seemed no different to the 
previous Sunday morning. I ·woke up at 7 .30am as usual, ancl 
decided I needed a cup of coffee before doing anything else. 

But, strangely, no water flowed out of the kitchen tap. Probably 
a fault in our new pumped system - I thought. It had been installecl 
the previous Monday on top of a 150mm diameter pipe drilled forty 
metres down into the granite below the huerta a fevv weeks earlier. 

I unplugged the cable of the new supply (temporarily coming 
though a permanently open window in the new bathroom) threw an 
anorak over my pyjamas, took a torch and went round the back of the 
refugio to switch on the old gravity-fed supply coming from a shared 
so urce high in the village. It was still very dark ou tside and the sky was 
clear and full of stars. Feeling Lhe grass crisp underfoot, I realised that 
there was a frost - the first of the winter. 

I turned on the lever in a recess below ground level and carne back 
into the kitchen. But there was still no water. 11ystified by this I wenl 
out again and tried the tap in the lean-to wash- house. Luckily a trickle 
carne out, more than enough to fill the kettle. So I was able to make 
my coffee, had enough hot water left over for a quick cat-lick and Lhen 
got dressed. 

The next task was to relight the enormous wood-burning stove 
which never lasts through the night unless you are prepared to get 
up around 3am to refuel it. So back outside again to get poplar twigs 
from the garage, essential kinclling for lighting the stove. But disaster 
struck as I went out the back door. I let it shut behind me, mornentarily 
forgetting that it was self-locking, and immcdiately realised that I 
hadn't got the key. Abandoning the stovc I rushed 

round to check whether Pilar, the owner of the villagc bar ancl 
our very helpful friend and neighbour, hacl a sparc kcy. Shc hacln'l, 
moreover she thought it very amusing that I had lockcd mysdl' out. 

However, while talking to her I rememberccl that Luis, thc plumbcr, 
electrician, plasterer and tiler (to list a few or his skills) hacl a kcy. He 
was currently converting a corncr bedroom into a vcry ncccssary 
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adclilional bathroom; from fay lo ÜcLOber 2005, over 800 pilgrims 
sharcd the onc shower and Loilcl with the hospitaleros. But where could 
Luis be founcl al 1 Oam on a Sunday morning? I asked Pilar. "Oh, he 
will be oul hunting" she replied. But, looking out of the winclow, she 
noliccd his van down the hill anda wisp of rising smoke. "That's him 
lightü1g the fir "she saicl. So I ran back the refugio, grabbed the bicycle 
leü by a previous hospitalero, and shol clown the hill. Luis ancl another 
hunter were squatling on the ground Lo get a big fire going, their guns 
propped against the van. 

He too thought it very funny that I had locked myself out, but gave 
me his bunch or r~/itgio keys and told me he would be back on Tuesday. 
I cycled back to the bar to let Pilar know that I hacl got the key but also 
to consult her about the water problem. She assured me that the pipes 
were frozen up because or the frost. I had not thought it cold enough, 
but evidently the plastic water pipes usecl in the village are not buried 
far below the surface, nor well protectecl, and freeze up with even a 
light frost. She warnecl me that Sunday night would probably be frosty 
again ancl thal I should unplug our own pumpecl supply (to prevent 
clamage to the pump), turn on the gravity supply ancl then leave the 
kitchen tap dribbling all night. 

I returned to the r~fugio, ate a very late breakfast and relit the stove 
before getting myseir tidiecl up to go to ,Iass at 12.45. Two day later 
when Luis returned without his key, he knocked on the back door for 
me to let him in. As I opened it, he greeted me with a mischievous grin 
and pointing to a small keypacl, asked me what it was. I hit myself hard 
on the heacl. lt was a key-safe fixed there (probably by Luis himsel0 in 
case any winter caretaker or hospitalero shoulcl lock himself out. I had 
been advised by 1\1.aureen Young that il was there, bul ha,·ing gane 
in and out at least a hundred times during the previous two weeks 
without noticing it, had promptly forgotten all about it. 
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My Camino in Medjugorje 

Ifulfilled a long helcl 
ambition when I walkecl 
the Camino Francés from 

Saint-Jean-Pied-de-Port to 
Santiago in September 2000. " 
The whole experience far 
exceeded my expectations and 
left an indelible impression on 
my very being. ot a single day 
has passed without my mind 
drifting back to my camino 
experiences. It got to the point 
when my wif e said "\ Vhy don't 
you walk it again and get it 
out of your system?" I did not 
need another invitation and it 
wasn't long befare I decided 
to start from Logroño in April 
2005. As is my wont I planned 

Alan Brown 

and trained meticulously through the summer of 2004 when lo my 
utter frustration I picked up what seemed to be a serious leg Íl~ury. It 
soon became apparent that I would be unable to walk 20km on a daily 
basis carrying a rucksack weighing 11kg without causing permanent 
damage to my leg; and anyway it would not be fair lo put my very 
underslanding wife through the daily worry of wondering about my 
wellbeing. I very reluctantly gave up my dream of re-walking the 
cammo. 

Though I'd made what seemed an obvious decision it dicln't stop 
me moping around the house, bcmoaning my ill fortunc and gcnerally 
feeling sorry for myself Then my quarterly "fix" arrivccl in thc shape 
of the CSJ BuLLetin. I try and make my enjoyment of' rvery copy last 
as long as possible and so Bulletin o 8 7 from Septem bcr 2004 wa" no 
exception. Certain events happen in one's life which have no ralional 
cxplanation and the arrival of BuLLetin No 87 was just sucb an t'\'t'nt. 
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Still kcling frustrated and sorry for myself at not being able to re-walk 
the camino imagine my amazement when I read an article entitled 
Tlze camino on crutclzes by Denise Imwold. * After reading and re-reacling 
the article l realised that I should be very grateful that I had enjoyed a 
completely trouble-free, very rewarding camino in 2000, received my 
compostela, Cullilled a dream and that I was being selfish in wanting to 
relive that dream. Thanks to Denise's insight I realised that I didn't 
have to be on the camino to walk it. I could walk in the spirit oC 
the camino every time I left my front door to walk in the beautiful 
Gloucestershire countryside. Thank you, Denise, for openmg my 
mind. 

For quite a while I have had an interest in the unexplained 
and incredible happenings in the village of Medjugorje, Bosnia
Herzegovina (it is alleged that the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to six 
children in this corner of the former Yugoslavia injune 1981 and has 
been appearing to three of then1 on a daily basis ever since). l\lfillions 
of pilgrims have been drawn there over the years. I've hada yearning 
to go and experience what friends had experienced in their visits, so 
when my wife Joan suggested I might like to go on a pilgrimage in 
compensation for my aborted camino I immediately made plans and 
eventually went on a most memorable pilgrimage with a group of 
vVelsh pilgrims in l\llay 2005. 

Imagine my surprise when in the course of my planning I discovered 
that the parish church of Medjugorje was dedicated to the apostle 
Saintjames! It even hada lovely statue of Santiago the Pilgrim. lt was 
uncanny. Was it another of those unexplained "happenings?" I am 
convinced that I was meant to go on the pilgrimage and everything 
that occurred there only confirmed my conviction. lt became l\lly 
camino in Medjugorje. He truly works in mysterious ways. 

"' Denise broke her leg in two places outside Naverrete and qfler operations in 
lzosjJital in Logroño Izad to return home to Sydney, Australia. lt was during her 
recujJeration tiza! s/ze came lo tlze realisation tlzat s/ze was on tlze camino even in her 
lzosjJiLal bed and wlzilst out on lzer recovery walks. 1 hope tiza! Denise Izas ful01 1erol1ered 
and is jJlanning lzer next camino. 
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Reflections on the GR I O from a 
Former Pilgrim to Santiago 

Phinella Henderson 

What connection does the GRl0 long distance footpath 
along the French side of the Pyrenees have with the 
pilgrim route to Santiago? Having walked to Santiago on 

the Via Francigena, l reflected on this while walking the GR 1 O over the 
past three years. I carne up with sorne observations and reflections 
which I have pulled together here; they may stimulate interest in the 
GR 1 O among Bulletin readers. While I would not wish to see the 
GRl0 become a pedestrian motorway, that fate seems unlikely and 
it deserves to be better known, particularly by walkers seeking a new 
ad ven tu re. 

The GRl O runs for 866 kilometres (538 miles) between the 
two seaside towns of Hendaye on the Atlantic and Banyuls on the 
Mediterranean. Like all the French Grandes Randonnées, it is marked 
and signposted throughout its length with red and white splashes of 
paint and follows paths, tracks and occasionally roads along the length 
of the French Pyrenees with significant and relentless gains and losses 
in height. No climbing or real scrambling is involved. Refuges, gítes 
and hotels are relatively plentiful for most of the way and when they 
are not to be found, basic shepherds' cabins are available Lo those 
not carrying tents. One sees at least a few people every day most of 
whom are doing short stretches rather than walking the entire route. 
A relatively fit walker can easily cover the whole distance in seven or 
eight weeks and the route can be readily broken up into two week 
stretches. I walked the GRl O alone over four Augusl fortnights from 
2002 to 2005. 

On the evening of my second day out of Hendaye I mel an Italian 
walker at Ferme Esteben, a Basque farmhouse where wc were both 
staying. We fell into conversation and it soon emerged Lhat he had 
walked to Santiago fourteen years previously. We reminisced aboul 
the Camino for a while and agreed that walking iL was a spccü1l 
experience; for a while the dull and rainy evening and an inquisitivc 
donkey agitating for sugar-lumps were forgoLLcn. 

Any pilgrim walking to Santiago from France will cross thc GR] O 
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al sorne poinl, probably al Sainl-:Jean-Pied-de-Porl on lhe main roule 
inlo Francc where lhc GR65 from Le Puy ends. When I arrived at St 
Jcan on a mercilessly hot aft:ernoon five days into my walk in 2002 I 
staycd in thc small gíte on roule d'Uhart run by Madame Etchegoin, 
a chcerful Basque lady with compellingly bright blue eyes. I was the 
only walkcr in Lhc gítc not going on into Spain and I felt the pull of Lhe 
Camino. I wandered round the lown watching groups of dancers and 
musicians dressed in the Lraditional white shirt and trousers and red 
or green bcrel and kerchief processing through the streets. The Lown 
was en flte ancl the evening sky was illuminated by firework clisplays. 

The GR] O heads out of Saint-Jean to the north through the 
Porte Saint-:Jacques and passing through the gateway on an overcast 
morning I felt sad Lo be turning my back on Spain. vVhile staying in 
Sain-:Jean I had seriously considered giving up the walk as irrational 
fears of possible disasters temporarily got the better of me. I put 
thcm out of my mind however once back on the GRlO and carried 
on without any adverse incident; it is trite but true that imagined fears 
tend to be far worse than reality. 

The well-restored medieval village of Borce, mentioned by 
Aimery Picaud in his Pilgn.nü Cuide, is the next place where the GR 1 O 
crosses a majar pilgrim route into Spain. lt is on the Arles route, 
now followed by the GR653 footpath, and is the last stopping-place 
befare the Somport pass. I finished the first stage of my walk there, 
chatted to a couple of Czech pilgrims walking the GR653 and strolled 
round the village. I visited the Hospitalet de Borce, which houses a 
restored fourteenth century chapel and pilgrin1 hospice dedicated to 
St Anthony and St Catherine and has a small modern gfte attached 
to it. The building was derelict from the end of the Peninsular \Var 
(when it was used to billet troops) until 1992 when restoration work 
was begun through the intervention of the Federation of the Chernins 
de Saint-:Jacques in Lhe Pyrénées-Atlantiques region. 

The following day I took a bus over the Somport Pass into Spain 
far a rapid visit to Lhe dreary and run-down town of Canfranc, 
watching the pilgrims as they walked along lhe path parallel to the 
road and half envying them the experience ahead of them. Befare 
rcturning to lhe UK I briefly visited Lourdes, as a tourist and not in 
any sense a pilgrim. 

1 was nexl reminded of the way to Santiago shortly befare the 
encl of rny seconcl walk along the GRl O in 2003 when I carne across 
a small lockecl chapel in a woocled valley near the hamlet of les 
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Granges d'Astau. Paintings of Stjames and St Christopher adorned 
the western wall and an inscription stated that the building had been 
restored in 1959. vVith a car park encroaching on it, the chapel had 
the air of an overlooked relic of another time. 

After finishing the central portian of the walk in Bagneres-de
Luchon, one of many spa towns in the Pyrenees, I caught a train 
a little way up the valley and walked the short distance to Saint
Bertrand-de-Comminges. The Cathedral of Sainte-Marie Lowers 
over the enchanting medieval town and dominates the surrounding 
landscape from its hill-top. lL was founded by the subsequently 
canonised bishop Bertrand de l'Isle in the Lwelfth century and was the 
centre of a civilising influence in a place and time of oppression and 
lawlessness. 

About a kilomelre outsicle the town is the Romanesque basilica of 
Saint:Just de Valcabrere, in an idyllic spot framed by cypresses. The 
church is on part of the site of the old Roman town of' Lugdunum 
Convenarum and built inlo its walls are stones and fragmenls of 
sculptures from that Lown. Perhaps it was the Roman clcrncnl and 
the cypresses which brought Lo mincl thc basilica of Saint-Trophirnc 
in Arles. fhere are elegant carvings of saints, including St Just, on 
the four columns surrounding the main entrance and the tympanum 
is occupiecl by a na1·ve representation of Christ and thc cvangclists 
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accompanied by a pair of angels energetically swinging censers. The 
church is now lütle uscd but remains peaceful and inspiring. It has a 
so-called pilgrim altar with stone steps cut behind it and up which one 
can climb; a faint echo of the High Altar in Santiago Cathedral. 

Both the Cathedral in Saint-Bertrand-de-Comminges and the 
Basílica of Saint:JusL de Valcabrere are on the list of monuments and 
siles designated by UNESCO in France as relating to the routes to 
Santiago. It appcars that pilgrims would deviate from the Arles route 
to venerate the remains of St Bertrand. The Cathedral is another 
fascinating place, with a Romanesque cloister opening out to a view of 
the surrounding hills. The interior is an interesting mixture of styles; 
thc choir houses perfectly preserved Renaissance wood carvings and 
panelling. In a chapel, my eye was caught by a wooden statue of Saint 
James beneath which a brass plaque reads: "In memoriam Louis Titos, 
restorer of the routes of Saint:Jacques in the Haut-Comminges." A 
metal sword of Santiago and two scallops are fixed to a wall nearby; 
a fitting commemoration of a friend of the pilgrimage, whoever he 
was. 

There was once a hospital of Saint:Jacques in the town of Saint
Bertrand-de-Comminges. 

Not every pilgrim received a warm welcome however; outside 
the forrner town prison there is a plaque stating that St Benedict 
Joseph Labre, beggar and pilgrim, carne to the town in 1773 and was 
imprisoned for three days following a murder committed on a nearby 
road. Found to be innocent, he spent fifteen days caring for the sick 
in the town's hospital. 

As I walked east from Bagneres-de-Luchon into the sparsely 
populated département of the Ariege, traces of the pilgrimage to 
Santiago vanished. Even today, there is only one road through to 
Spain from this remate and depopulated part of the Pyrenees. Niy 
main concern was crossing the area saíely and finding suflicient food 
and accommodation. The traces of the past were few and largely 
tragic; books about the Cathars in street stalls in the sleepy and 
attractive riverside town of Seix and a memorial in the brooding 
village of Aulus-les-Bains to the 686 Jews forced to move there in 
1942 by the Vichy Government. 11Iany of them were deported to the 
Nazi deaLh camps on 26 August 1942. In the words of the memorial: 
"Passant, souviens-toi". 

The final stage of rny walk took me from the valley of the Ariege 
River through the Pyrénées Orientales to the Nlediterranean. The 
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nl,tcls tn S,111ti:1go kit dist:11tt ;1s I w:tlknl clt1c \';1st :tltliot1glt I w:is still 

S()lll('tÍntrs t"('tllÍlld('(I ()r (11(' pilgri111:1gL ( )ti(' S(()t'III)' n·c11i11g ;1s I w:,s 

snrtÍtto' ()l(( tite ('()tll('!l(S or 111 1 t'll('ks:1ck i11 tlH' t'('IIIO!l' lll()ll!l(:1i11 rdt!O'(' 
h h 

or R:1s ck l:1 c::1r:111,·:1, 1 lw:1rd :111otltcr w:tlk(T l\'111,ld- (() :t Clllllp:t11irn1 

tlt:tt so111('0I1c slic ktll'\\' lt:1d w;tlknl to S:1i11t--:J;1n¡11cs de ( :rn11postdk. 

Enditlf.!.' tlic (;RIO \\':IS or ('()l(t"S(' \'l'I')' dilfrn·11( l'rn111 1"(';1clti11<r 
\1 h 

S:111ti:1g'O. Si11tT I k1ww tli;1t B:111yttls is ,1 IHl11clrsnipt rcsort tmv11 I 
\l:ts 110( c:-,..¡wcti11g ;111 ·tlii11g otlin tli:111 \\'li:1t I l<lt111cl; :, w:tlk clow11 ;1 

stoI1y tr:1ck, tltrnugli :1 tu1111d u1Hkr tlw r;1il\\';1, li11c :111d i11to strcrts 

\\'linc sliops \\'(T(' prn11Hlti11g tlw lo\':tl \\'illl'. Tlwrc w:1s 110 scI1s(' ol' 

;11Ti\·i11g ;1111wlwrc i11 p:1rtintl:1r ;111d 111 tliouglits i111111ccli:1tdy turnnl 

10 li11cli11g ;1 hotel :11HI cliccki11g ti11H'S ol' lr:1i11s out. 1 lmvcvn, outsidc 

tlic lrn,·11 li;tll 011 tlw sc:11'rcrnl I \\',Is li:1ppy to scc ;1 stylisnl dcpictirn1 

ol· tlw GR 10 in tiks. \s \\'itli :di w:tlks, wl1:1t ulti111:1tcly cou11ts 011 tlw 

(;RIO is llic_joun1c' r,1tlin tk111 tlw cksli11;1ti011, tite cl.1ily prngrcssirn1 

omv;1rcl :rncl nltc11 upw:1rd, thc r11cou11tcrs :111cl llH' 1rn·111orics, h11t it 

"·:1s gr:1tif',i11g to li,1\·l' sorne outw:1rcl rccog11itio11 tli;1t tliis w:1s wlH'rl' 

tite rnutc c11ckcl :111cl lwg,111. lls li11ks to tlH' pilgri111:1gc to S:111ti:1go 111,1y 

11()( lw oh\·ious hut Célll h(' lciu11cl ir ()11(' is :dnt lo tlicm. Looki11g Olll 

m·n tii(' kclil<'1T:11H-:111 :111d crn1tc111pl:1ti11g otlin possihk dcsti11:1tio11s, 

I \\',IS l~1r f1·om S:111ti:1go hut I li:1d I10t forgottr11 it. 

Publications on the GR I O 
Tlic i11dis¡w11s,d>k hook is tlH' lúur-\·olu11H' 'fo/)(} (,'11irlr1 puhlislH'cl hy tlw 

Nrfrím/1011 hm1cai.1r' dr1 la Ra11r/01111r;e PMr1.1lrr1 :111d ;1v:1ibhlc 011ly i11 Frc11cl1. 

·¡ lir1 l!J'rr111r1m1 '/mil (,'R I O hy /\l:111 ( ::1slk (( :iccrn11c Prcss I q~)O, 
rn·iscd I q97) is 110w oul of' d:1tc :111d li:1s l){'c11 supcrscdccl by ·¡ /1( 1 

(,'R/0 'Jmil by 1\nil Luci,1 (CicnrnH' Prcss, '.200'.2). 
ly fonH1rilc guiclchook in E11glisli !(ir ,HT1Iralc co11111H'111ary ,11HI 

sliffwcl obsc1Y:1tio11 is ·¡ 1l'f..f..i11g in //¡(, l}lr'11r'r'.1 hy Dougfas St rc,1tkild

J1111cs (Tr,1ilhl,1zn Puhlic,1tio11s, tliircl cclitio11 '.ZOO:>) wliicl1 covns hotli 

tlic CRIO a11cl tlic GRI 1 011 tll<' Sp:111isli sidc or thc bordcr - thc 

rclcv,111( scctio11S :1rc wcll worth pholocopyi11g lo t,1kc 011 llH' w~dk. 

Maps - tc11 1 :!)()()()() 111,1ps i11 lile rr11lf' r/(1 rr111r/01111rír1.1 series puhlisliccl 

hy thc l11stitut Cé-ogr:.1pliiquc ;1tio11;tl cm'n tll<' (;!,{ 10. 

, 111 !lie.1r1 /mbtirntion1 are rmaila/Jfe .Jiwn Str111/rJ1d.1, 12 I ·/ /,011,~ 11 nl', /,011rlrm 

11 '(,'~F 9/,J> lde/1!io11r1 020 78.'i(i 1321 or r' 111r1il .1alr1.1(ct¿.1lr111/rirrl.1.ro.11k. 
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Books 

AJI Lhcsc books are available from www.csj.org.uk/bookshojJ 

Pilgrim Guide to the Camino Francés 
2006, William Bissel, 98pp 
ll is hard lo believe this is now the 24 th edition of the CSJ's annually 
updaled Guide. The main changes have been to the ever increasing 
amounl of accommodation available to pilgrims and the increased 
number of ways of arriving at different parts of the camino. [,6. 

Which Camino? 
To help future pilgrims decide which route to follow when making 
their journeys to Santiago Alison Raju has compiled a new guide in 
the CSJ Practical Pilgrim Notes series . 

This 56 page guide contains short articles on 22 caminos written by 
CSJ members who have walked or cycled the routes concerned and 
know them well, in many cases by our own guide writers. It provides 
information on the routes themselves, length, terrain, places of interest 
along the way, accommodation and services and the availability of 
maps and guide books. [,2.50 

The Cycling Pilgrim 
John Curtin, CSJ member, cyclist and walker, has produced a new 
edition of the Cyclists' Guide which complements the practica! advice 
given in the Pilgrim Guide to the Camino Francés, 2006. He has 
expanded the sections on cycling resources and transportation and 
added sorne nevv alternative cyclists' routes. [,2.50 

Way of St James; Vía de la Plata Seville/Granada -
Santiago 
Alison Raju) Cicerone Press, October 2005, 320 pp, maps, illustrations. 
ISBN: 1-85284-444-2. [,12.95 

This is a ne,,v, updated edition of a guide to the Via de La Plata 
first published in 2003. lt contains full route-finding instructions, 
hislorical background material and information on accommoda6on 
and services nol only to lhe route starting Seville (both the options \'Ía 
Astorga and the Camino Francés and the rmnino directly through Galicia 
via Puebla de Sanabria and Ourense) but also the 400km branch 
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starting in Granada, passing through Córdoba to join thc main route 
in l\!Iérida. 

Llke the first edition this new guide also contains maps, photographs, 
a description of the continuation from Santiago to Finisterre/1\1.uxía, 
suggestions for further reading a glossary and a comprchcnsive 
listing of St James, St Roch and other pilgrim references in art and 
architecture along the way. 

Mary Moseley writes: 
Reviewing the new edition of Ali son Raju 's guide to the Via de la 
Plata has been very difiicult for me because I wanted to add many 
personal details to it. I can't believe it's already three years since I 
walked from Seville to Santiago; it is all so memorable and fresh. For 
anyone setting out to walk this camino: don't even think of setting out 
without this book! The original guide was very useful, but the second 
eclition is even better. The new layout makes it extremely easy to 
follow, particularly with the coloured boxes identifying towns, villages 
and distances, and the bold typeface picking out other important 
points. 

The guide begins with excellent background history and practical 
information. lt details the route from Granada to Mérida for the 
first time in print in any language, and has many new photographs 
in glorious colour and improved maps, also in colour. Because of all 
this, it's fatter than its predecessor, and weighs in at 3 7 5g as opposed 
to 260g, but is well worth the extra weight. lt's a goocl shape and 
size to carry in the hand or pocket, and has very good quality paper 
and cover. This is not unimportant; I can testify that the first edition 
floated in a number of streams without too much damage! 

The text is very matter-of-fact, so as to pack in so much detail 
and the new version indicales a lot more choices of route - which 
could have saved Sue Booth and me from ending up lost on several 
occasions. There appear to be more markers, which also decreases 
the chances of getting lost. There are now also more places Lo stay on 
this rather solitary route, so people like me, who don't rcally wanl to 
walk 47 km in one day, won't have Lo. 1 believc the Hostal Miraltajo 
is still closed (reopening Spring 200~ Ed), but l'm dclighted Lo sec that 
there is an albergue near by. There also secrns to be accommodation 
now in Torrernegía, which is good, but l'm sorry to see that thc place 
in Castro Dozón has gone. 

If l'm allowed a couple of vcry personal cornrncnls, l'd say that 
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Sanla Croya de Tera has a private r~fugio, while across the bridge Santa 
Marla o11ers simply matlresses and showers. Anita and her family at 
Casa Anita in Santa Croya were one of the highlights of our camino, 
and worth a luxury stop. What's more, from her balcony you can look 
across the river and see the ancient statue of St James Alison chose 
lo pul on the cover of this book! Anita also advised us to take the 
northern route from A Gudiña, via Laza - more solitary, but one of 
the most beautiful walks imaginable - highly recommended. 

Can I find anything negative lo say? Well, the photograph on page 
289 is of a crucifix, not a "typical hórreo" - the Galician or Asturian 
storage hut on stilts. My other, purely personal comment is about 
paragraph two on page 251: aft:er seven hard weeks on the Via de la 
Plata, crossing the cobbles at the top of Calzado do Sar, Alison simply 
says that there is "a view of Santiago cathedral". It's in plain type, not 
even bold, but I should have had it printed in capital letters and gold 
... but that's not Alison's style. 

vVell done, Alison: a first-rate guide to this particular vVay of St 

James. 

In Search of Cluny: God's Lost Empire 
Edwin Mullins, Signal Books, 2006, hardback, ISBN 1904955045, 
[16.99. 

The story of the rise and fall of the great monastery of Cluny and 
the influence it had over the course of church history and architecture. 
This is a very readable account of the two centuries when the abbot 
of Cluny was a third powerful force in Europe alongside the Pope and 
the Holy Roman Emperor. Full review in Bulletin 94. 

See also CSJ Events for a Lecture by Edwin Mullins in Thursday 
24 April at St Etheldreda's Church, Ely Place, EC 1, 6.30pm. This will 
also be an excellent introduction to the churches to be visited during 
the autumn visit to Burgundy: Cluny, Tournus, Autun, Vézelay and 
Auxerre 

Walk in a Relaxed Manner 
Joyce Rupp, 2005, Orbis Books, New York, 264pp, ISBN 
1570756160 

The chapter headings of this book make a good Pilgrim Charter: 
'Go prepared', 'Be attentive to your body', 'Look for unannounced 
angels'. The author is a retreat giver and Servite sister and her 
reflections and advice are wise and timely She writes from a 
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Christian standpoint but her cornrnents are practical ancl universal 
and will enhance every pilgrim's experience. For me it is a welcorne 
counterbalance to the rnany self absorbed pilgrim accounts arouncl at 
the moment. She condueles 'Like all pilgrims I am rneant to live in 
the Now, to continue to embrace the road of liíe as my great teacher. 
The Carnino's giJts will endure just as love endures. Every pilgrirn 
knows this.' 

Available frorn www. arna,¿on. ca. uk 

For the collector who has everything 
l\!Iadú Ediciones - a Spanish publishing house in Oviedo - after 
years of intensive work, has released a facsímile edition of the oldest 
codex kept in Oviedo Cathedral: the last will of the fírst pilgrim 
to Santiago, King Alfonso II the Chas te (7 59-842), Testamentum Regis 
Adefonsi, dated at 812. 

lt is a luxury book, whose value líes in its own technical 
characteristics, as well as in the historical inforrnation it contains. 
Actually, it is a real rnasterpiece. \\Tithout a doubt, form and content 
have joined to achieve a real jewel of the bookmaking. 

Each facsímile volume of this unique edition of 995 numbered 
examples, with a certificare of authenticity, is accompanied by 
a separate comrnentary volurne with the Lranscription of the 
manuscript (written in Latín), the translation from Latín into Spanish 
and a comrnentary on various aspects of the original text, thoroughly 
investigated by the authors viz university professors and acknowledged 
researchers in this area of specialist area. 

Visit www.edicionesmadu.com/madu/codice for full inforrnation. 
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Members' Page 

From Carol Milliken, in Syracuse, New York State 
Sornelimcs, the most insignificant circumstance can change one's 
lifc forcvcr, for good or bad. For me it was not just good, it was 
great! Thal small event for me was reading an article in Conde Nast 
by Williarn Dalrymple, entitled Pilgrimage to Galicia, in 1992. Actually, 
thal was the beginning of many encounters that would influence rny 

preparalion for my 1994 pilgrimage. 
A reference to the Confraternity of Saint James as an aid to 

"wanna-be" pilgrims turned into an eleven year membership, and 
my eventual pilgrimage. I was introduced to a wonderful book by 
Laurie Dennett, A Hugfor the Apostle: on Foot from Chartres to Santiago de 
Compostela, about her own pilgrimage from France to Santiago, as well 
as a book by Bert Slader, Pilgrims) Footsteps - A Walk Along the Ancient 
Pilgrims Road to Santiago de Compostela. Bert is a pilgrim author from 
Northern Ireland. I was inspired to write and thank them for their 
guidance and encouragement. Laurie sent me many pages of advice 
on what to do to prepare and in such detail, that I will always be 
grateful. Bert became a friend and pen pal of sorts encouraging me 
to become a f ellow pilgrim. 

I began my training for my 1994 pilgrimage by devouring every 
article I could find on the camino. Without a computer at that time, 
my reliance was on the Confraternity. I trained by walking many 
miles with my husband, Lionel, and getting a blessing from the priest 
at St James's parish in Syracuse, New York. This was done in the 
pouring rain while the good father was out walking his dog (an ornen 
of weather to come) and I was buying what I thought would be the 
proper gear inclucling satisfactory shoes. Little did I know that the 
camino would be littered with every rock and pebble Spain had to 
offer, ancl needless to say, my shoes were wholly inadequate. 

My camino began in Pamplona. Having a 30 day vacation from 
work I wanted to cram as much camino into my allotted time as 
possible. Laurie Dennett warned me in her pages of advice to 'slow 
my pace', but 1 was bound and determined to get to Santiago in the 
lime allotted. Little did I know how the rain, wind, blisters and muscle 
ache would undermine my determination. 

VVhat propelled me along were the many kindnesses I experienced. 
In Santo Domingo de la Calzada I was invited to join in the baptism 
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of a new born baby at the altar. In Viana, while I was sitting on a 
kerb waiting out a wind storm, a young boy broughl me a package of 
sweets. In Villafranca l\lfontes de Oca, after sleeping in an old school 
house alone, waking up ill, cold ancl facing a hike up a mountain in 
a rainstorm, on the way lo Burgos a stranger offered me a ride in his 
truck, loaning me his old work gloves. ,t\Then we reached the top of 
the mountain he wanted me to keep his gloves, wishing me " buen 
vido". These were only a few of the many kindnesses that touched me 
along the way. 

l\1y advice to those who plan to walk the camino to Santiago woulcl 
be to carry as little as possible, buy good hiking boots, slow clown, stay 
at the refugi,os, enjoy your solitucle, soak up the history ancl let it change 
your life! 

From Sandra Collier 
Calling all Australian pilgrims who have walkecl in Germany, Portugal, 
France and various routes in Spain - we are meeting Tuesday 14 
l\farch 2006 at 12 110011 for lunch at The Spanish Club, 88 Liverpool 
Street, Sydney For more details contacl Sandra on 02 9362 1912 

From Gosia Brykczynska 
I am thinking of continuing my pilgrimage clown the Arles route 
resuming the trail from Locléve going towarcls Toulouse. Should 
anyone wish to accompany me from arouncl the l 4Lh July to the 31 ,L 

July 2006 please contact me at gosia.brykczynska@btinternet.com. 

From Vivien and Edward Jones 
,t\Te live on a farm between Mérida and Caceres on the Vía de la Plata. 
The way out of Mérida forms one of our boundaries. We have many 
pilgrims calling in for water, to ask the way or in necd of help and we 
are keen to offer facilities lo lhem. We can offer accommodalion and 
hope to develop more pilgrim-type accommodation in lhe fulure. 

El Chorrillo, Alcuescar, Caceres. For more information cmail 
tlzalloo@terra.es or phone 0034 927 384 609, mobile 0034 605 540 
309. 
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Refugio Gaucelmo Newsletter 

Stuart and Tricia Shaw 

Thc lasl ncwslctter cnded with thc note 
thal al the windows in the oldest part 
of the building were falling apart 

we were going to have new ones. The hot 
news frorn Rabanal is that new ones were 
fitted almost immediately after the refugio 
closed far the winter. They copy the previous 
windows and maintain the Maragato style of 
the building. 

We would also repeat the mangle request. 
Our spin dryer is very much appreciated by 
the pilgrims but sorne have the idea it will spin their washing bone dry 
and a couple have had their motors burnt out (the spin driers not the 
pilgrims that is). Also we are quite aware that the driers are domestic 
machines and probably get the equivalent of a week's work in one 
day. Consequently we are trying to go back to basics with a mangle. 
So if anyone out there was given two hand mangles far Christmas and 
would like to pass one on to Gaucelmo we will arrange to collect and 
take it out there. 

As usual a working party will be going out in March; all its new 
members have been warned that hot water bottles are an essential part 
of their equipment and are standing by, paintbrushes at the ready. 

Although the hospitalero list is complete far 2006 we always welcorne 
enquiries from members who would like more infarmation regarding 
the role of the hospitalero in general or with a view to volunteering 
to go in 2007. As, inevitably, people are forced to drop out we 
maintain a reserve list for 2006 and this is always open for volunteers. 
Please contact us eilher via the CSJ office or e-mail us direct at 
stuartandtn'cia@b tinternet. co1n 
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From the Secretary's Notebook 

Marion Marples 

2006 Committee 
vVelcome to new Trustees Graeme Taylor and Catherine Kimmel as 
members of the Committee. The Officers were all re-elected after the 
AG~1I. Paul Graham has retired as Chairman of the Gaucelmo sub 
committee and we are very pleased that Paul and Cristina Spink have 
taken over to guide the work at Rabanal for the next two years in the 
first instance. 

Changes to flights to Spain 
Iberia has withdrawn its direct flights from London to Santiago; flights 
are either via Madrid or direct to A Coruña. Vve do not yet know if 
Iberia will continue to oíler discounts on return flights to pilgrims with 
Compostelas. 

Ryanair has added Vitoria in the Basque Country to Valladolid, 
Santander and Santiago as ways of reaching the camino. 

Easyjet continues to fly to Bilbao and Asturias (Oviedo). 

Pilgrim Statistics 
The Pilgrim Office in Santiago have updated their statistics for 2005 
-total 93,924 pilgrims and are posting figures monthly for 2006. 
January 314 (2005-269), February 351 (2005-558) 
www. archicomposteLa. 01g/ Peregrinos/ IngLés/Statistics. htm 
Detailed breakdown for the Accueil at Saint-Jean-Pied-de-Port at 
www.aucoeurduchemin.01g/spip/article.jJlzp3?id_article=82 l 

Pilgrim Art Exhibition 
I hope by the time you read this that the people who kindly oITered 
works made or commissioned in response to thc expericnce of the 
camino two years ago will have receivecl a leucr about the Exhibition 
we are holding at Guildford CatheclraJ from 'Iuesday 4 to Friclay 29 
September this year. If any other member has such works which thcy 
would like to be considered for exhibition, pleasc conlacl me al the 
Office as soon as possible lo receive details and a spccificalion. Plcasc 
note that we can only show framcd items. 
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Ride to Santiago 
Riele amule ü1to Santiago de Compostela along the Camino Francés. 
Thcrc is a choice oí a 10/ l 2 day ride from León or 2 l /23 day riele 
Crorn Burgos. Ricling experience essenlial. 

I•or funhcr inforrnation e-mail blackridgeriding@yahoo.com or phone 
George Holt 0034 6189383 l 4 evenings. George met Mefo Phillips 
ancl Susie Gray on thcir riding pilgrimage and recommends Mefo's 
book llorseshoes and ! lo/y Water, available from the CSJ bookshop. 

Pilgrim Gathering in Boulder, Colorado 
By the time you read this I shall be on my way to lake part in the ninth 
North American Pilgrim Gathering, being held in Boulder, Colorado. 
I shall be speaking on The Ways ef St James: a view .fi'om London. I hope 
to cover a brief history of the Confraternity as an organisation, and 
the development of our two refuges as well as sorne reflections on the 
changes which have taken place in the last 2 3 years among pilgrims 
ancl on the camino. 

Little Company of Pilgrims 
The LCP l\!Iarch 2006 newsletter advertises meetings m Ottawa, 
Victoria, Toronto, Orillia, Edmonton and \Vinnipeg- this reflects 
the huge growth of interest among Canadians. VVe are very grateful 
to them for the generous donation of l l 7 5 for l\!Iiraz, raised by the 
shovving of the DVD T Vitlzin tlze 1 Viry fljlitlzout. lt ,,vas great to receive this 
cheque personally from Barbara and Anthony Cappuccitti on their 
recent visit to London. For more information see WW\i\r.santiago.ca 

We are also grateful to their members Ben Cole and Bethan 
Davies, who have published a second, lighter, edition of Walking 
the Camino de Santiago, Pili Pala Press, ISBN 0973169826, ll4, 
who have donated to the l\!Iiraz Appeal already. Order online on 
www.pilipalapress.com. CSJ members can get a 10% discount. 

A note from the Slide Librarian 
John Hatfielcl requesls that anyone wishing to borrow shdes from 
the CSJ's large collection for any talks they may be giving should be 
made wilh at least 1 month's notice. He will then send a catalogue 
and supply you with your chosen slides. John Hatfield, 9 Vicary vVay, 
l\!Iaidstone, Kent l\lIE 16 0EG, tel O 1622 7 5 7814. 
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From the Pilgrim's Record Secretary, Eric Walker 
At the moment I am receiving a reasonably manageable number of 
requests for Pilgrim's Records. 1Iost of the requests are from new 
members who have just received their welcome informalion packs 
and who take heed of those instructions, sending a stamped addressed 
envelope of an aclequate size bearing the correct postage. 

Life becomes more cliflicult, the Confraternity is involved in extra 
postage, adclitional stationery is neeclecl and a lot of time is wastecl 
when envelopes, plus stamps, haYe to be proviclecl ancl aclclressed. 
Coulcl I make a plea to establishecl members to please sencl an 
adclressecl e1welope that is large enough to contain an A5 booklet 
(Bulletin-sizecl, 210mm x 148mm) with correct postage. 

1 Pilgrim Record 1 0üg 46p 1 st class 35p 2nd class 
2 Pilgrim Records 150g 64p 4 7p 
3 Pilgrim Recorcls 200g 79p 58p 
4 Pilgrim Recorcls 200g 79p 58p 
5 Pilgrim Recorcls 250g 94p 71 p 

There are a number of people, individual travellers, who ask for more 
than one Record as they feel that there will be insuflicient pages in 
the present booklet. The issuing of more than one Record per person 
will be strongly resisted as it lends itself to misuse, it also does rather 
show that the purpose of the 'Passport' is being misunderstood. 
Your Pilgrim's Record should be a unique document (i.e. a single 
document), a record of a unique and special journey. It may need 
sorne ingenuity but most people fincl a way of inserting extra pages if 
they neecl them. 

\Vhen requesting your Record please make sure that you do 
it in good time, you include your date and place of starting your 
pilgrimage, membership number, name, including your Christian 
name, legibly written, and that you provicle the same information for 
anyone travelling with you. 

vVith Group membership thc Confraternity asks that you make 
a clonation of l 1 for each passport requested after thc firsl five free 
ones. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 
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Obituaries 

lan Lake, RIP, of Devon, died October 2005 

Johnny Mann, RIP, of Helsby, Cheshire, died 27 
J anuary 2006 

Vicente Almazán, RI P, 1924-2006 
Professor Vicente Almazán was a member of the Xunta de Galicia's 
Committee of Experts, on which Prof Brian Tate represented the 
Confraternity for many years, and held a number of professorships 
in Germany, America and Canada. He has contributed greatly to 
wider European scholarship on St James, notably with books on St 
Olav and Norway (Xunta de Galicia, 2002) and pilgrim connections 
in Denmark (Dinamarca Jacobea 1995, Xunta de Galicia) 

Robin Neillands, RIP, CSJ founder member, 1935-2006 
First CSJ Chairman Rob Neillands has died after a long illness. 

In Holy Year 1982, he joined Les Amis de Saint-]acques-de-Compostelle 
in Paris and cycled from le Puy to Santiago, happily meeting Jocelyn 
Rix who had walked from Canterbury in Santiago. His book The Road 
to Compostela was published in 1985 and inspired many to explore 
the pilgrimage for themselves. Five other English pilgrims had also 
contacted Les An1is and their Secretary, Mlle Jeannine Warcollier 
suggested they form an Association in England 

The six returned pilgrims met at Mary Remnant's home and 
formed a Steering Group, with Rob as Chairman, to bring the 
Confraternity into existence. As a travel writer and publisher he had 
good contacts in France and Spain and wrote many articles which 
promoted the pilgrimage and the places it passed through. 

In the CSJ history Give me my scallop shell ... (Bulletin 84) he recalled 
that he was inspired to make the pilgrimage by the writings of ,valter 
Starkie and Jonathan Sumption. He thus combined his passions for 
travel, adventure and history. As a former 45 Commando in the Royal 
Marines he could turn his hand to anything, but he did not stay still 
for too long. He chaired the first three years of the Confraternity's 
life, laying strong foundations, with Pat Quaife as Secretary, and then 
handed over to James Maple. 
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As he stepped clown he proposed the developrnent of a footpath 
frorn Reacling Abbey, the centre of the cult of Stjarnes in the lVIiddle 
Ages to Southarnpton, the place where pjlgrirns could have embarked 
for France and Spajn. The path was researched and ,valked by 
Stephen Badger, lVIarion l\!Iarples and other early members, but the 
demands of the growing Confraternity through the years have meanl 
that a Guide and wayrnarking have regrettably languished on the back 
burner. 

Rob's writing interests developed from travel to military history 
and he was thrilled to be eventually awarded a BA and an MA from 
Reacling University, thus recogTusing his contribution to modern 
rnilitary history. His more recent books range frorn Napoleon to the 

ormandy lanclings as well as many works celebrating walking in 
France, Spain, Ireland and Scotland. The \rVars of the Roses has just 
been republished. 

At his funeral, Pat Quaife, Francis Davey and Marion Marples 
represented the Confraternity. \Ve heard about his energy, liveliness 
of mind, passion for the travel, his gift for friendship and his lave for 
his farnily. Last year his son-in-law Tirn Walker followed his footsteps 
north-south across Spain from Santander to the l\1ecliterranean -the 
route described in \Valking through Spain ( 1991 )- to raise money for 
prostate cancer research. 

l\iiarion Marples 
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CSJ Events 

See 2006 Diary card enclosed with this Bulletin. Also see Miraz 
Newsletter for local fundraising events in your area. 

Saturday 25 March Office Open Day 

10.30am-3.30pm Office and Library open for pilgrimage advice and 
browsing. 

Thursday 27 April Lecture 

Cluny and its links to the Santiago Pilgrimage, Edwin Mullins, author 
of In Search ef Cluny: Gold's Lost Empire (2006) and The Pilgrimage to 
Santiago (1974, 2001), St Etheldreda's crypt chapel, Ely Place, London 
EC 1, 6.30pm, l3. 

Saturday 30 April Office Open Day 

10.30am-3.30pm Office and Library open for pilgrimage advice and 
browsing 

Fri 26-Mon 29 May Visit to Durham 

The world of Godric, Bede and Cuthbert. 
3 nights at Ushaw college, visits Saturday to Jarrow and Bede's 

World heritage centre, 
Sunday to Durham Cathedral & Castle, Finchale priory, Pittington 

church, Escomb church. Godric was a hermit who lived in his 
hermitage on this site for 50 years. He also went on pilgrimage to 
Compostela, sorne time before 1170. 

As this may well be a small group we wonder if there are any 
local people who would like to provide transport (petrol expenses 
reimbursed) for one or more of the days and to join our visits? 

Costs vvill depend on the transport to be used. Approx l 150; 
please send deposit of l50. 

Saturday 25 June Office Open Day 

10.30am-3.30pm Office and Library open for pilgrimage advice and 
browsing 
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Monday 25 July St James's Day 

Tuesday 5-Friday 29 September Exhibition 

Exhibition of Camino-inspired Art by or commissioned by CSJ 
members, open daily, Guildford Cathedral 

Tuesday 19 September Prívate View 

EYensong 5.30pm & Reception & Pri\·ate View 6.30pm, Guildford 
Cathedral 

Saturday 23 September Office Open Day 

10.30am-3.30pm Office and Library open for pilgrimage advice and 
browsing 

Thursday 28 September Miraz 

Blessing of Refugio de Peregrinos de 1iraz, Galicia by the Most Revd 
Bishop of Lugo 

Saturday 7 October Returned Pilgrim Service 

St. Peter's Church and Parish Room, Stoke Lyne, Oxon (lmile 
Junction 1 O /M40 and 3-4 miles from Bicester North Stn on the 
London Marylebone - Birmingham line) by kind invitation of Ricky 
Yates. This will be an opportunity to meet others who have made the 
pilgrimage this year, have time for reilec6on and share poems, songs, 
writings which have helped your camino or your reintegration into 
daily life. 

Sat 28 October - Sat 4 November Burgundy Visit 

Saturday 28 October 
Eurostar London Waterloo via Paris to Beaune for 3 nights 
Sunday 29 October 
Mass in Beaune, visit to Maison Dieu 
Monday 30 October 
Day trip by train (40 mins direct) to Tournus to visit Abbaye Saint
Pierre (fine early Romanesque abbey church) 
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Tuesday 31 October 
am Coach via Cüeaux, Berzé-la-Ville to Cluny for 2 nights 
3pm Visit to Abbey church of Cluny, Museum etc 
Wednesday 1 November All Saints Day - holiday 
Walk to Taizé, return by bus (or vv, depending on times), time in 
Cluny. Or lrain lo Paray-le-Monial (l 2thC basilica) 
Thursday 2 N ovember 
Coach to via Autun lo Vézelay for 2 nights 
Friday 3 November 
in Vézelay 
Saturday 4 N ovember 
Coach via Auxerre cathedral to Montbard for Eurostar via Lille to 
Waterloo 
Accommodation in ** or *** hotel. Approx cost l600 per person, 
more if Single room required. There are still 6 places available. 
Deposit l l OO. 

Saturday 25 November Office Open Day 

10.30am-3.30pm Office and Library open for pilgrimage advice and 
browsing 

December Storrs Memorial Lecture 

TBA 

Other Events 

Until I May Exhibition 

The Victoria and Albert Museum, London is displaying pages 
from The Saint John's Bible. This skillfully crafted 21 st century bible 
has been rnade in \!Vales using rneclieval techniques. It has been 
written entirely by hand using quills and paints hand-ground frorn 
precious minerals and stones such as lapis lazuli, rnalachite, silver, 
copper and 24- carat gold. \1Vhen open, the bible will be two feet tall 
and three feet wide, consisting of over 1,000 pages in seven volurnes. 
Commissioned by Saint John's University, this is the first time it has 
been shown outside lhe United States. 
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Selections from Proplzets, the fourth volume of T/ze Saint Jolzn's Bibfe 
will be featured, including The Vision of Isaiah (lsaiah 6), Ezekicl's 
\ ision at Chebar, Ezekiel's Vision of the N w Temple which uses 
a 17th century image of King Solomon's Temple floor plan for 
inspiration, and several special treatmenls of text. 

The artistic director of the project, Donald Jackson, is one of 
the world's foremost calligraphers and scribe to Her lajesty Queen 
Elizabeth's Crown Office at the House of Lords. 

"Illuminated manuscripts have ahvays marked the time and place 
in which they were created, and T/ze Saint ]o/zn)s Bibfe will reílect 
our world at the beginning of the twenty-first century for future 
generations," said Brother Dietrich Reinhart, OSB, president of Saint 
John's University. "Today, through partnerships with museums and 
educational outreach, we hope to touch people of all cultures and 
creeds with the spirit and beauty of this book." 

T/ze Saint ]olzn)s BibLe will be completed in 2007 and housed 
permanently at the Hill l\1useum and Manuscript Library, SaintJohn's 
Abbey and University in Collegeville, 1Iinnesota, in the Midwestern 
United States, where it will be used in worship and made available to 
scholars and the public. 

Friday 24 March Lecture 

Recent Archeological Discoveries at Westminster Abbey, 
\ Varwick Rodwell, Archeologist, \Vestminster Abbey, the Holst room, 

1orley College, 61 Westminster Bridge Road, SE l, 6.50pm, [,3 

Thursday S April Lecture 

The aisleless cruciform plan: Augustinian and other 
canons' churches in Romanesque Europe,Jill Franklin, British 
Archeological Association, Society of Antiquaries, Burlington House, 
Piccadilly, Wl, 5pm. Free, please sign the Visitors' Book. 
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New Members 

Information 1s for the personal use of members only. 

LONDON 
2006106 Ms Caroline Beckitt 020 8748 2489 
e/o 54 Ullswater Road Barnes London SW13 9PN 
2006091 Ms Susan Bulmer 020 7630 1229 
73 Westmoreland Terrace Pimlico London SW1 V 4AH 
2006118 Mr Odair Da Silva 07990 601313 
Flat 2, 102 Whitechapel Road London E1 1JE 
2006097 Mr Andrew Etherington 020 8947 7477 
45 Newstead Way London SW19 SHR 
2006088 Ms Minna Graber 020 8986 5378 
82 Glenarm Road London ES 0LZ 
2006122 Michael O'Brien & Samuel Findlay 020 7241 0425 
93 Prince George Road London N 16 8DL 
2006111 Mr John Rafferty 07717 472040 
45c Bynne Road Balham London SW12 9HZ 
2006079 Robert Sellick & Cristina Gaitero 020 8960 6580 
168 llbert Street London W1 O 4QP 
2006070 Mr Mike Staunton 020 7483 1789 
12 Manley Street London NW1 8LT 
2006063 Mr John Thompson & Ms Susanna Manso de Zuniga 
020 8488 2826 
103a Arngask Road London SE6 1 XZ 

HOME COUNTIES NORTH 
2006053 Mr Paul Bingham 020 8379 6759 
1 Parkway Court St Albans Herts. AL 1 SAA 
2006153 Mr Hilary Duggan 07939 567937 
70 Sixth Cross Road Twickenham Mddx TW2 SPD 
2006173 Revd Simon & Mrs Cheryl Evans 01895 633040 
St Martin's Vicarage 13 Eastcote Road Ruislip Mddx HA4 8BE 
2006061 Revd John Green 01582 842040 
The Vicarage 50 Trowley Hill Road Flamstead St Albans AL3 8EE 
2006120 Ms Ann Milner 07970 258749 
1 O Swinburne Avenue Hitchin Herts. SGS 2RG 
2006087 Mr Francis Mordaunt 01295 730615 
Omega Cottage, 1 Silver Street Wroxton Banbury Oxon OX15 6QB 
2006107 Dr Mike Scott 01525 229056 
The Vines Eaton Bray Road Northall Bucks. LU6 2EU 
2006104 Revd Paul Smith 01908 606689 
2 Hoper Gate Willen Milton Keynes MK15 9JR 
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HOME COUNTIES SOUTH 
2006073 Mr Martín Chilcott 020 8979 1650 
55 Wolsey Road East Molesley Surrey KT8 9EW 
2006049 Mr Gerry & Mrs Deborah Enright 020 8763 2188 
53 Brancaster Lane Purley Surrey CR8 1 HJ 
2006082 Mr John & Mrs Julie Rignell 01273 204314 
4 Temple Gardens Brighton E Sussex BN1 3AE 
2006144 Mrs. Vivienne Ross 01273 205364 
Flat 3 4, Wilbury Road Hove E Sussex BN3 3JN 
2006139 Mr lvan Whatley 01252 323843 
80 Upper Weybourne Lane Farnham Surrey GU9 9DE 
2006147 Mr Jonathan Whitson 01273 603934 
94A Ditchling Rise Brighton E Sussex BN 1 4QQ 

SOUTH 
2006052 Miss Margaret Ciare 01722 349928 
122 Lower Road Salisbury Wilts SP2 9NW 
2006069 Ms Liz Pannett & Ms Francesca Sarrit 01590 626706 
Bank Cottage Main Road East Boldre Lymington Hants 5042 7WU 
2006074 Ms Sue Walker &.Mrs Patricia Privetti 01730 261271 
1 Castle Garden Swan Street Petersfield Hants. GU32 3AG 

SOUTH WEST 
2006170 Mr Godfrey & Mrs Jacqueline Ames 01392 25996 
3 Elm Grove Exeter Devon EX4 4LL 
2006148 Mr George Cossey 01278 451619 
73 Durleigh Road Bridgewater Somerset TA6 7JD 
2006145 Miss Sarah Gregory 01249 655845 
25 Marshfield Road Chippenham Wilts SN15 1JX 
2006171 Mr Mark & Mrs Rache! Heseltine 
Flat 4, Parkwod House 4, Woodside, Greenbank Plymouth PL4 8QE 
2006090 Mrs. Jackie Oldham 01409 271391 
Lower Brilyns North Tamerton Holsworthy Devon EX22 6RX 
2006048 Mr Peter & Mrs Alice Wilkes 01451 860264 
Riversdale, 9 Dutton Leys Northleach Cheltenham Glos GL54 3EN 
2006084 Mr Edmund Wilson 01503 264080 
Stangate Meadway Looe Cornwall PL 13 1 JT 

WALES 
2006140 Miss Claire Langley-Jones 07799 401276 
63 Theobald Road Canton Cardiff Cf 5 1 LQ 
2006058 Eugene McCarthy & Wendy Hann 01656 658675 
32 Cefn Coed Bridgend Mid-Glamorgan CF31 4PH 
2006094 Mr Roger & Mrs Meg Mullock 01745 815117 
70 Trewen Denbigh LL 16 3HG 
2006060 Revd Edwin Regan 01978 262726 
Bishop's House Sontley Road Wrexham LL 13 7EW 
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MIDLANDS EAST 
2006056 Mr David Baldam 
15 Deacon Close Market Harborough 
2006066 Mr Mark Betterton 

01858 432370 
Leics. LE 16 7UT 

01933 357499 
82/84 Moor Road Rushden Northants N N 1 O 9TP 
2006100 Revd lan Holdsworth 01604 761104 
5t Mary's Vicarage Towcester Road Northampton NR4 8EZ 
2006152 Mr Francis & Mrs Madeleine Murphy 01785 817936 
The Grove Aston 5tone Staffs. 5T15 0BL 
2006043 Ms Patricia 5toat 0115 960 9773 
701 5heridan Court 66 Mansfield Road Nottingham NG 1 3GY 

MIDLANDS WEST 
2006135 Dr Bob Bushaway 0121 476 9062 
83 Woodland Road Northfield Birmingham W Midlands B31 2HZ 
2006158 Miss Catherine Evans 01788 569354 
17 Queen Victoria 5treet Rugby Warks CV21 35Y 
2006136 Mr Andrew & Mrs Rachel 5mith 01242 677044 
1 The Holt Bishops Cleeve Cheltenham Glos. GL52 8NQ 
2006149 Mr Michael 5tockbridge 01844 350183 
Upper Chalford Farm Barns Chalford Nr Chinnor Oxon OX39 4NH 

EAST ANGLIA 
2006174 Mr James & Mrs Mara Allen 
388 Little Wakering Road Barling Magna Essex 
2006168 Mr Andrew Barton 
59 Hutton Road 5henfield Essex CM 15 8NJ 

01702 216315 
553 0LN 
01277 223023 

2006055 Mr Robert & Mrs Jane Longhurst 01223 263054 
37 5chool LAne Toft Cambs. CBC3 7RE 
2006068 Mr Peter Mellor 
96 Gayton Road Kings Lynn Norfolk PE30 4ER 
2006083 Miss Maria Voors & Miss Aly Clarke 01603 860147 
43 Lodge Breck Drayton Norwich Norfolk NR8 6AR 

NORTH EAST 
2006098 Mr 5tewart Bliss 01535 273437 
62 Brown Lee Lane Harecroft, Wilsden Bradford BD15 0BT 
2006132 Mr Felix Davies 01325 259949 
Kirklea 4 Millbank Road Darlington Durham DL3 9NH 
2006141 Prof David Howell & Anne Gilmartin 01904 644244 
13 Portland 5treet York YO31 7EH 
2006172 Mr Laurie & Mrs Jo Prowse 01943 602522 
42 5t James Road llkley W Yorks L529 9PY 

NORTH WEST 
2006099 Revd Robert & Mrs 5usan Bailey 01529 536261 
The Vicarage Cartmel Grange-over-5ands Cumbria LA 11 6PU 
2006114 Mr Michael Fieldhouse 01539 533458 
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Greenview, Church Road Allithwaite Grange-over-Sands LA 11 7QH 
2006131 Miss Philippa Gell 01614 457005 
14 Tanfield Road Manchester M20 5GF 
2006057 Mr. Mike Gray 01942 832682 
21 llkeston Orive Aspull Wigan Lancs. WN2 1 QZ 
2006093 Mr Geoff & Mrs Gill Mizon 01253 892733 
179 Garstang Road East Poulton-le-Fylde Lancs. FY6 8JH 
2006044 Mr Stephen Moore 01253 73911 O 
Tanore, 247 lnner Promenade Lytham St Annes Lancs. FY8 1 AZ 
2006047 Mr Peter Moore 01253 738201 
62 Kingsway Lytham St Annes Lancs. FY8 1 AD 
2006162 Mr Barry, Mrs Anne, Rory, Ainsley & Dominic Murphy 
01706 822240 
Pike Farm Bury Old Road Nangreaves Bury Lancs. BL9 6SY 
2006078 Mr James Toole 01942 830205 
6 Exeter Orive Aspull Wigan Lancs. WN2 1 XD 

SCOTLAND 
2006105 Mr Peter Aitken 01875 340663 
Gardeners Knowe Ormiston Hall Nr Ormiston E Lothian EH35 5NJ 
2006130 Mr John & Mrs Jane Butters 01312 255015 
30 Moray Place Edinburgh EH3 6BX 
2006165 Mr Donald Graham 01655 760234 
Narvik, 2 Main Road Kirkoswaldby Maybole Ayrshire KA 19 8HY 
2006067 Mr Alan Sime 01471 822922 
Old School House Harrapool, Broadford lsle of Skye IV49 9AQ 

EUROPE 
2006138 Mr Bill Attwood 
Kirschenstrasse 33 Schoeneiche 

0049 3 0641 1472 
15566 Germany 

2006050 Mr Eddie Farmer 00353 6844 520 
lnchamore Brosna Tralee Co Kerry Republic of lreland 
2006054 Ms Marion Gunn 00353 8780 51096 
445 Orwell Park Green Templeoeue Dublin 6W Republic of lreland 
2006096 Mr Padraig MacSweeney 00353 2146 31974 
Knockgriffin Midleton Co Cork Republic of lreland 
2006163 Mr Patrick Mulvihill 00353 6828 940 
Church Road Ballybunlon Co Kerry Republic of lreland 
2006095 Ms Anita O'Connor & Mr Padraig Grant 
0035316211159 
49 Griffin Glen Road Lucan Co Dublin Republic of lreland 
2006065 Mr Mike Spain 0033 4 7175 4541 
Grangevalat Monistrol-sur-Loire 43120 France 

USA 
2006143 Mrs. Crystal Muñoz 001 415 476 4557 
442 School Road Novato California CA94945 
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CANADA 
2006076 Dr Rosemary & Mr Michael Higgs 001 604 228 8284 
2001-5775 Hampton Place Vancouver BC V6T 2G6 
2006124 Ms Barbara Malcolm 001 902 625 2738 
1904 Whiteside Road Whiteside NS B0E 1 JO 
2006167 Mr Jordan Worek 001 905 721 2583 
90 lroquois Avenue Oshawa Ontario L 1 G 3X3 

SOUTH AFRICA 
2006075 Mr Neels Coetzer 002 783 455 6870 
PO Box 2693 Primrose 1416 
2006166 Mr Chris & Mrs Diana Rautenbach 002 711 955 3393 
93 Willoughby Street Kenmare Krugersdorp 1739 

AUSTRALIA 
2006072 Graham & Diana Andersen 0061 8 8364 2144 
4 Wood House Cobs Wattle Park South Australia 5066 
2006110 Ms Jan Bowe 0061 2 4976 2056 
40 Allen Street Glebe NSW 2037 
2006129 Mr Gerald Bradley 0061 8 9434 3969 
82 Marvell Avenue Munster WA 6166 
2006169 MrPeterCampbell 0061893414278 
7 Jeanes Road Karrinyup Perth WA 6018 
2006128 Ms Susan Clegg 0061 8 9336 1321 
PO Box 214 South Freemantle 6162 
2006134 Mr Sean Cormack 0061 2 6921 8281 
3 Mary Street Wagga Wagga NSW 2650 
2006123 Mrs. Barbara Fisher 
7 Vallance PI Cookham ACT 2614 
2006071 Mr James & Mrs Sherrill Hansen 
8 Matthews Court Brighton East 3187 
2006103 MsChristineJudd 0061293180801 
1/25 Dalleys Road Namemburn Sydney NSW 2065 
2006086 Mr Michael Anderson & Ms. Susan Saunby 
PO Box 5784 West End Brisbane QLD 4101 
2006168 Michael & Annette Lindsay 0061 7 5429 5305 
PO Bpx 649 Bribie lsland QLD 4507 
2006089 Mr Peter & Mrs Noela Murphy 0061 7 3207 5323 
6 Bauhinia Street Birkdale 4159 
2006051 Kimber & Katherine Rothwell 0061 2 9365 0408 
PO Box 484 Bondi Junction NSW 1355 
2006142 Mr Michael & Mrs Helen Sedgley 0061 3 9824 6833 
698 Toorak Road Malvern 3144 
2006059 Mrs. Calleen Trenoweth 0061 7 3399 2350 
P.O. Box 884 Bulimba QLD 4171 
2006046 Ms Airlie & Dr John Williams 0061 8 9335 1196 
4 Beagle Street Mosman Park WA 6012 
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Confraternity Publications 

available from Registered Office: 
27 Blackfriars Road, LONDON SE1 8NY 

telephone (020) 7928 9988 fax (020) 7928 2844 
or through our secure online bookshop at www.csj.org.uk/bookshop 

The editors of our guides are always keen to receive feedback. lf you have recently been on any part of 

the pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela, have used one of the guides listed below, and wish to pass on 

the benefit of your experience to those who may come after you, please contact the relevant author/s: 

Pilgrim Guides to Spain 

Camino Francés William Bisset 
E6.00 eclitorcf@csj.org.uk 

2 Camino Mozárabe Alisen Raju, 21 Hall Street, Sherwood, NOTTINGHAM NG5 48B 
ES. 00 alisonraju@btopenworld.com 

3 Finisterre Alisen Raju, 21 Hall Street, Sherwood, NOTTINGHAM NG5 48B 
E4. 00 alisonraju@btopenworld.com 

4Los Caminos del Norte 

E2.50 

Eric Walker, 4 Gawthorpe Avenue, BINGLEY, West Yorkshire 8D16 4DG 
(01274) 562559 

5 Camino Portugués Rod Pascoe, The White House, Pensilva, LISKEARD, Cornwall PL 14 5NA 
new edition in preparation (01579) 362819 

6 

7 

Madrid to Sahagún 

E4.00 

Camino Inglés 

E4.00 

Paris to the Pyrenees 

ES.00 

Marigold Fox, 19 Maple Way, ROYSTON, Hertfordshire SG8 7DH 
(01763) 244525 

Patricia Quaife & Francis Davey, 1 North Street, Topsham, EXETER, Devon 
EX3 0AP 

Pilgrim Guides to the Roads through France 

Marigold Fox, 19 Maple Way, ROYSTON, Hertfordshire SG8 7DH 
(01763) 244525 

2Vézelay to the Pyrenees John Hatfield, 9 Vicary Way, MAIDSTONE, Kent MEl 6 0EJ (01622) 757814 
nía 

3Le Puy to the Pyrenees Alisen Raju, 21 Hall Street. Sherwood, NOTTINGHAM NG5 48B 
ES.00 alisonraju@btopenworld.com 

4Arles to Puente la Reina Marigold Fox, 19 Maple Way, ROYSTON, Hertfordshire SG8 7DH 
El.SO (01763) 244525 

Pilgrim Guides to the Roads through Europe 

2Nürmberg to Konstanz Alisen Raju, 21 Hall Street, Sherwood, NOTTINGHAM NG5 48B 
ES.00 alisonraju@btopenworld.com 

4 Via Gebennensis Alison Raju, 21 Hall Street, Sherwood, NOTTINGHAM NG5 48B 
E3. 00 alisonraju@btopenworld.com 

Practica! Pilgrim Notes for Walkers El.SO 

for Cyclists E2.50 

Winter Pilgrim El.00 

Which Camino? [2.50 

Contributions to these and other publications should be addressed to the Office. 



Confraternity of Saint James 
Registered Charity number 1091140 

Company limited by guarantee, registered in England & Wales, number 4096721 

lnformation and Publications available from Registered Office: 

27 Blackfriars Road, LONDON SE1 8NY 
usual opening hours Thursday 11am to 3pm (other times by appointment) 

telephone (020) 7928 9988 fax (020) 7928 2844 email office@csj.org.uk website www.csj.org.uk 

Honorary President 

Secretary 

Pilgrim Records Secretary 

Chairman 

Vice-Chairman 

Other Members 

Chairman 

Wardens' Coordinator, 
Refugio Gaucelmo 

Other Members 

Chairman 

Coordinator of 
County Guides 

Systems Manager 

Treasurer 
and Company Secretary 

Membership Secretary 
and Database Manager 

Librarían 
and Website Manager 

Gift Aid Secretary 

5/ide Librarían 

H E The Spanish Ambassador 

Marion Marples 

Please contact her vía the office (above) except in an emergency 
45 Dolben Street, LONDON SE1 0UQ (020) 7633 0603 

Please apply with SAE (quoting membership number) to: 
Eric Walker, 4 Gawthorpe Avenue, 8INGLEY, W Yorks 8D16 4DG 

Committee 2006 Charity Trustees and Company Directors 

Dr William Griffiths, 8 Glenville Road, KINGSTON-UPON-THAMES, 
Surrey KT2 6OD (020) 8549 2080 w.griffiths@ukonline.co.uk 

Alison Raju, 21 Hall Street, Sherwood, NOTTINGHAM NG5 488 
alisonraju@btopenworld.com 

Jane 8radshaw, Gosia 8rykczynska, Paul Graham, Colín Jones, 
Caroline Kimmel, Mary Moseley, Graeme Taylor, Ricky Yates 

Rabanal Committee 

Paul & Cristina Spink,6 St Lawrence View, 8RADWELL VILLAGE, 
8ucks MK13 9OD spinkroura@hotmail.com 

Tricia Shaw, 159 8rowns Lane, STANTON ON THE WOLDS 
Nottinghamshire NG12 58N stuartandtricia@btinternet.com 

Laurie Dennett, Alan Howard, Marion Marples, Alison Raju, 
Stuart Shaw 

Research Working Party 

Professor 8rian Tate, 11 Hope Street, 8eeston, NOTTINGHAM 
NG9 1 DJ (0115) 925 1243 

Ann Clark, 49 Gledhow Wood Avenue, LEEOS, West Yorkshire 
LS8 1 NX (0113) 266 2456 

Other Officers 

Alison Thorp, 18 West Farm Avenue, ASHSTEAD, Surrey KT21 2LG, 
alison.thorp@virgin.net 

Tony Ward, Syracuse, ST NEOT, Cornwall PL 14 6NJ 
Work (01579) 343215 mail@tonyward.biz 

Membership applications should be sent to the office 

Howard Nelson, 71 Oglander Road, LONDON SE15 4OD 
howard@csj.org.uk 

Rosemary Wells, 154 Rivermead Court, Ranelagh Gardens 
LONDON SW6 3SF 

John Hatfield, 9 Vicary Way, MAIDSTONE, Kent ME 16 0EJ 
(01622) 757814 

Members wishing to borrow slides should make their selections 
from the catalogue four weeks in advance. 



Confraternity of Saint James 

2006 DIARY 
See also Miraz Newsletter March 2006 for local meetings 

Saturday 28 January 
Saturday 11 February 
Saturday 25 February 
Saturday 4 March 
Saturday 11 March 
Saturday 18 March 

Saturday 25 March 

Thursday 27 April 

Saturday 30 April 

Fri 26-Mon 29 May 

Saturday 24 June 

Monday 25 July 

AGM,Talk and Party: Baldwin's Gardens, ECl 
Practical Pilgrim: Camino Francés & Arles routes, Nottingham 
Practical Pilgrim: Camino Francés & Le Puy, London SEl 
Practical Pilgrim: Camino Francés & Northem Rtes, Liverpool 
Practical Pilgrim: Other Routes, Thombury, nr Bristol 
Practical Pilgrim: Camino Francés & Vézelay Routes, Glasgow 

Office Open Day, 10.30-3.30pm 

Lecture: Cluny and its links with the pilgrimage to Santiago, 
Edwin Mullins, St Etheldreda's, Ely Place, ECl, 3, 6.30pm 

Office Open Day, 10.30-3.30pm 

Visit to Durham Cathedral, Finchale and other pilgrim sites 

Office Open Day, 10.30-3.30pm 

St James's Day 

Tues 5-Fri 29 September Exhibition of Camino-inspired Art by or commissioned by CSJ 
members, open daily, Guildford Cathedral 

Tuesday 19 September Evensong 5.30 & Special View 6.30, Guildford Cathedral 

Thursday 28 September Blessing of Refugio de Peregrinos de Miraz by Bishop of Lugo 

Saturday 23 September Office Open Day, 10.30-3.30pm 

Saturday 7 October Returned Pilgrim Day: St Peter's Stoke Lyne, nr Bicester 

Sat 28 Oct-Sat 4 Nov Visit to Burgundy inc Beaune, Cluny, Vézelay 

Saturday 25 November Office Open Day,10.30-3.30pm 

For further information on any of these events please contact: 
Confraternity of Saint James, 27 Blackfriars Road, London SEl 8NY 

Tel 020 7928 9988 • Fax 020 7928 2844 • Email events@csj.org.uk • Web 
www. es}. org. uk 

Company limited by guarantee, registered in England & Wales no 4096721 •Registered Charity 1091140 



Confraternity of Saint James 
Publications List / Spring 2006 
Order by post or through www.csj.org.uk/bookshop 

Guides, Historical & Contemporary Accounts 

Abbé de Ste Foy, 
Hosp St Jacques 

Association Rhone
Alpes 

Association Via 
Francigena 

Association Via 
Francigena 

Association Via 
Francigena 

Association Via 
Francigena 

Baldwin, David 

Brierley, John 

Brierley, John 

Brierley, John 

Champion, Christian 

Clouteau, Jacques 

Oiassaín, J .C & M 

De Ceballos, Alfonso 
Rodriguez 

Davey, Francis 

Foot, Judy 

Frey, Nancy Louise 

En Chemin vers St Jacques, 1993, 92pp 
(Info on Le Puy route, prayers & hymns in French) 

De Geneve au Puy-en-Velay, 2005, 60pp 
(Guide in French, German to 350km way, accomm and facilities) 

Vademecum A, 2002, 95pp 
(Guide to route London, France -Alps, in French, ltalian, English) 

Vademecum B, 2002, 95pp 
(Guide to Alps -Rome, in French, Italian, English) 

Topofrancigena A, 2004, 42pp 
(Route maps in colour Canterbury-Great St Bernard Pass) 

Topofrancigena B, 2004, 42pp 
(Route maps in colour Alps-Rome) 

Santiago de Compostela - the Way of Saint James, 2001, 86pp 
(Account of walk: from Le Puy & selected devotional material) 

A Pilgrim's Guide to the Camino Fisterra, 2003, 95pp 
(practica! guide with sketch maps to way to Finisterre and Muxia) 

A Pilgrim's Guide to the Camino Francés, 2005, 317pp 
(practica! guide with sketch maps of way in Spain) 

A Pilgrim's Guide to the Camino Portugués, 2005, 175pp 
(practica! guide with sketch maps of way in Portugal) 

f:2.50 

f:5.00 

f:6.00 

f:6.00 

f:16.00 

f:16.00 

fl.95 

f:9.95 

f:15.99 

f:12.95 

miam-miam-dodo en el Camino Francés, 2006 f:12.00 
(schematic guide in French, with glossary, to route and facilities in Spain) 

miam-miam-dodo, 2006 fl 1.00 
(schematic guide in French to Le Puy route with food and rest info, plus glossary) 

Itinéraire du Pelerin de Saint-Jacques: Voie de Vézelay, 2005, f24.00 
(Notes, route description, maps, accommodation, in French plus glossary) 

The Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela, 2000,128pp f:14.95 
(well illustrated study of origins and development of Santiago Cathedral 

William Wey: an English pilgrim to Compostella in 1456, 2000, 
(illus, 2 maps, includes translation from Latin of Wey's Itineraries) 

Foot by Foot to Santiago de Compostela, 2003, lO0pp 
(author's pilgrimage from St-Jean) 

Pilgrim Stories: on and off the road the road to Santiago, 
1999, 313pp, illus, b/w photos 
(Detailed anthropological study ofmodern pilgrims) 

f:5.50 

f:7.00 

f:12.00 



Gitlitz, David & 
Davidson, Linda 

Guides du Bourdon 

Higginson, John 

Hoare, Mark 

Lack, Katherine 

Moon, Michael 

Mullins, Edwin 

Mullins, Edwin 

Nelson, Howard 

Phillips, Mefo 

Poe, Emma 

Raju, Alisen 

Raju, Alisen 

Raju, Alisen 

Raju, Alisen 

The Pilgrimage Road to Santiago: The Complete Cultural 
Handbook, 2000, 440pp, illus 
(Authors' commentary on Camino and changes since 1974) 

l. Le Chemin de Vézelay et l'Oberstrasse', 2000, maps 
2. Le Chemin de Piémont, 2000, maps 
3. Les Chemins d'Occident, 2000, maps 
(Guides in French to routes in SW France, inc Lourdes (2)) 

The Way of Saint James: a Cyclist's Guide, 2005, 203pp 
(route from le Puy to Santiago on minor roads, height profiles) 

fl9.50 

f9.00 
f9.00 
f9.00 

fl2.00 

A Painting Pilgrim: ajoumey to Santiago de Compostela, 2003, 93pp f22.00 
(diary ofwalk le Puy-Santiago, illus with watercolours) 

The Cockleshell Pilgrim, a medieval joumey to Compostela, 2004, f9.99 
(possible joumey of pilgrim buried in Worcester Cathedral) 

My Camino: a personal pilgrimage, 2006, 124pp, colour illus f12.99 
(account of camino in footsteps of William de Mohun) 

In Search of Cluny: God's Lost Empire, 2006, 245pp f16.99 
(history of powerful Burgundian abbey and links with Santiago) 

The Pilgrimage to Santiago, 1974, reprint 2000, 235pp fl0.00 
(early historical account ofthe Pilgrimage through France and Spain) 

Trust & Tears: poems of pilgrimage, 1998 f4.00 

Horseshoes & Holy Water: on the hoof from Canterbury to Santiago, 
2005, 276pp f7.99 

(Author's ride from Canterbury) 

Diary of a Pilgrim, 116pp, b/w illus 
(Walk from St Jean Pied de Port to Santiago, May-June 1992) 

The Way of Saint James: Le Puy to the Pyrenees, 2003, l 86pp 
(Walker's guide, illus, sketch maps) 

f7.50 

f 11.00 

The Way of Saint James: Pyrenees-Santiago-Finisterre, 2003, 218p f12.00 
(Walker's guide, illus, sketch maps) 

The Via de la Plata: Seville/Granada to Santiago, 2005, 31 0pp,illus fl 2.95 
(Includes route finding, accommodation, historical background etc) 

The Pilgrim Road to Nidaros: St Olav's Way, 2002, 224pp, illus fl2.00 
(Complete guide to 643km route from Oslo to Trondheim) 

Robberstadt, Knud Helge The Road to Santiago, 1997, 160pp f25.00 

Spanish Diocesan 
Commission 

Storrs, Constance M 

Valiña Sampedro, Elias 

(Account & photographs of author's walk from Le Puy) 

St James the Apostle and his place in history: 1993, 92pp 
10 Study Themes 
(illus background to the pilgrimage for study groups) 

Jacobean Pilgrims from England to St James of Compostella: 
from early 12th century to late 15th century, 1994, facsímile, 202pp 

El Camino de Santiago, 1993, 112pp 
(hand-drawn maps by man who revived the Camino) 

f5.00 

f7.00 

f4.95 



Confraternity Publications 

PILGRIM GUIDES TO SP AIN 
l. Toe Camino Francés, 2006, 96pp, ed. William Bisset 

Practica! annual guide in English to the traditional route in Spain for all pilgrims 
2. Toe Camino Mozárabe, part A, Seville to Santiago, 2005, 60pp, Alisan Raju 

Part B, Granada to Mérida, 2004, 48pp, Alisan Raju 
Part C, Zamora-Braganza-Santiago, 2005, 8pp, Alisan Raju 

3. Finisterre: 2004, 28pp, Alisan Raju 
4. Los Caminos del Norte: Introduction,2004, 12pp, Eric Walker (intro and map) 

A: Ruta de la Costa: l. Irun-Villaviciosa, 2005, 88pp, Eric Walker 
A: Ruta de la Costa: 2. Villaviciosa-Arzua, 2005, 88pp, Eric Walker 
B: Toe Tunnel Route, 2002, 56pp, A Roberts & E Walker 
F: Camino Primitivo (Oviedo- Lugo- C Francés) 2005, 60pp, Eric Walker 

5. Toe Camino Portugués, 
6. Madrid to the Camino Francés {Sahagún), 2000 + update, 36pp, M & M Fox 
7. Toe Camino Inglés, 2000 + 2006 update, 36pp, Patricia Quaife & Francis Davey 

PILGRIM GUIDES TO THE ROADS TBROUGH FRANCE 
l. Paris to the Pyrenees, 1998 + update, 88pp, Marigold & Maurice Fox 
2. Vézelay to the Pyrenees, 1994 + update, 62pp, John Hatfield 
3. Le Puy to the Pyrenees, 2006, 48pp, Alisan Raju 
4. Arles to Puente la Reina, 2003, 66pp, Marigold & Maurice Fox 

PILGRIM GUIDES TO THE ROADS TBROUGH EUROPE 
2. Nurnberg to Konstanz, 2003, 64pp, Alisan Raju 
4. Via Gebennensis: Geneva-Le-Puy-en-Velay, 2005, 8pp, Alisan Raju 

PRACTICAL PILGRIM NOTES 
Toe Walking Pilgrim: Advice on training, kit and itineraries, prepared by walkers 
Toe Cycling Pilgrim: Advice on bicycles, loading etc, prepared by cyclists, new 2006 
Toe Winter Pilgrim: Advice on walking in winter months 
Which Camino? Advice on how to choose a route 

CONFRATERNITY OCCASIONAL PAPERS 
1. St James in English Literature, 1990, 20pp, Patricia Quaife 
2. The Order of Santiago, 1990, l 3pp, Derek Lomax 
3. The Pilgrimage and Path to Saint James, trans John Durant, 2001, 32pp 
4. Pre Reformation Pilgrims from Scotland to Santiago de Compostela, 1997, 15pp, 

Phinella Henderson 
5. Pilgrimages to St James ofCompostella from the British isles during the Middle Ages, 

R Brian Tate, 2003, 32pp 
6. Pilgrim Souls: Marjery Kempe and other Women Pilgrims, 2004, 22pp, C Barron 
7. Origins ofHoly Years; Holy Year Curiosities, 2004, 36pp, L Dennett & P Quaife 
8. Emperor Charles V as Santiago Matamoros, 2004, 36pp, Prof J van Herwaarden 

CONSTANCESTORRSLECTURESERIES 

f:6.00 

f:5.00 
f:5.00 
B.00 
U.00 
f:2.50 
f:5.00 
f:5.00 
f:5.00 
f:5.00 

out-of-print 
U.00 
f:4.00 

f:5.00 
superceded 

f:5.00 
f:7.50 

f:5.00 
B.00 

f:1.50 
f:2.50 
f:1.00 
f:2.50 

f:2.50 
0111-of-print 

U.00 
f:2.50 

out-of-print 

f:5.00 
f:5.00 
f:5.00 

l. Peregrinatio Ad Limina Beati Jacobi, 1997, 2 lpp, Robert Pkitz f:2.50 
2. Romanesque Sculpture of the Welsh Marches, 26pp, illus, George Zamecki fl.50 

(offprint from Medieval Art: Recent Perspectives ed by Owen-Crocker and Graham) 

COUNTY GUIDES 
Leicestershire, 1995, 32pp, E & M Harper 

CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS: 
Pilgrims from the British Isles to Santiago de Compostela in the Middle Ages, 1991, 
Body & Soul: hospitality through the ages on the roads to Compostela, 2001, 92pp, 

B.00 

f:5.50 
f:5.00 



OTHERITEMS 
The Pilgrim's Guide: A 12th Century Guide for the Pilgrim to St James of Compostella, f6.00 

1992, 98pp, trans. James Hogarth 
A Pilgrim Blessing, 1989, 4pp L0.30 

The First English Pilgrims to Santiago de Compostela, l 2pp, Derek Lomax ( offprint) f 1 .00 
Map of St James' churches in England & Wales, 1996, hand drawn & notes f5.00 
'Give me my scallop shell. .. ',: The CSJ 1983-2003, 200pp, History of CSJ, Patricia Quaife f7.50 

POSTCARDS 
Ruta Jacobea: postcards of quilted hanging by Gillian Clarke 

(set of 6: one whole scene and five details) 
Waymarks of the Camino: set of 1 O 
Camino Scenes: set of 24 + 1 poem 

BADGES 
Pilgrim Badge: reproduction of medieval scallop shell brooch from Santiago 
Woven Badge: 3" circle, gold on red. Large scallop with legend Camino de 
Santiago, Camino de Europa 

POSTER 
W A YMARK.S A3 size, colour, of various waymarks 

DVD 
Within the Way Without: a film by Larry Boulting, 150 mins, PAL formal 

fl.20 

f2.00 
f5.00 

f5.00 
fl.00 

f4.00 

(The journeys of three pilgrims of different nationalities in different seasons are woven together) f 15.00 

MIRAZ APPEAL 
Mug, 1 Oíl oz, with map of northern route and location of Miraz f5.00 

Pilgrim Clothing 
Order from Office: Easter-July 2006 
After July: Anne Truman, 31 Goodwin's Road, King's Lynn, Norfolk PE30 SQY 

TIES 
Burgundywith one small gold scallop shell. .[8.00 
SWEA TSHIR. TS Available to order only □ 
Wnh white or black logo, front and back or front only, sizes S, M, L, XL f14 .SO 
TShirts: CSJ logo on front 
Colours: navy, black, red, white, sunflower, bottle green, burgundy, royal, sky, emerald, heather grey, Sizes S, M, 
L,xL 

Postage & packing 
Please use the table below to calculate the postage and packing 
charge for your order 

Order value up to UKJ 
flO fl.00 
.[15 fl.50 
.[20 .[2.00 
.[30 .[4.00 
over .[30 fS.75 

Europe* Rest of world* 
.[2.00 .[4.00 
.[2.75 fS.50 
.[3.50 .[7.00 
.[5.15 f11.00 
.[6.75 f 14.50 

J Second class * Airmail printed papers 
Cheques (in f:sterling only) payable to Confraternity of Saint 
James or send credit card number and expiry date to 
Confratenúty of Saint James, 27 Blackfriars Road, London 
SEl 8NY Tel 0044 (0)20 7928 9988, fax 0044 (0)20 7928 2844 
email office@csj.org.uk 
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*** Stoy Press *** 

Appeal Total E21,434 - THANK YOU 

Bishop of Lugo to visit Miraz on Thursday 28 September to 
bless the refuge 



*** .'A.6out Míraz *** 

The idea of a second refuge arase from the response to the CSJ ~embers' Survey in 
late 2003. Time was then spent consulting with members as to wh1ch route the refuge 
should be on and to specifying the absolute requirements and desirable criteria of a 
new refuge. These characteristics were eventuall_y identi~ied in th_e Casa Rector~/- in 
Miraz in the Spring of 2005. An agreement was s1gned w1th the B1shop of L~go gIvmg 
the CSJ use of the property for a period of 1 O years, renewable for further penods of 1 O 
years and thus the CSJ acquired its second refuge. 

Miraz is situated in Northern Central Galicia amidst green countryside of low hills and 
scattered small human settlements. The village is on the Camino del Norte, 80km (50 
miles) from Santiago. lt has 40 or so houses and there are no shops - the baker's 
mobile shop calls six days a week, and the mobile grocer, fishmonger, butcher, less 
often. The nearest public transport is a bus route 2km away. The one Bar and the 
Parish Church are the places where the local people meet. The small, neat churchyard 
is bounded by the dignified pinnacled funerary houses that are so common in these 
parts of Spain. The whole area's sparse population has led to amalgamations of 
parishes and Miraz has been grouped with five other parishes. This arrangement 
means the parish priest lives away from Miraz, thus leaving the priest's house, the Casa 
Rectoral, empty. 

The house is really a large bungalow with a spacious attic, a very dilapidated outhouse 
and a large orchard or huerta. In the kitchen there was a gas-fired hot water boiler and 
a gas stove which run on bottled gas as there is no local supply of mains gas. There 
was only one bathroom which had a presentable bath, shower, bidet, toilet and wash
hand basin. Pipes from sinks and baths emptied near the house and sewage ended up 
somewhere out of sight under the huerta. There was an electric lighting circuit but no 
power circuit. The house had not been lived in for several years, sorne work needed 
doing quickly to smarten it up and make it safe and welcoming. Hence a CSJ Working 
Party went out straightaway and as there was little serviceable furniture they also 
needed to do sorne hasty shopping! 

Pilgrims started arriving from Day 1 and over 900 pilgrims stayed in the refuge in the 23 
weeks to 23 October 2005. The comments in the Visitors' Book show how much our 
efforts are being appreciated. 
Mat1yn Tonks 

*** 'Tlie .'A.yyea{ *** 
A fundraising appeal was launched in September 2005 to raise up to f100,000 to 
renovate the refuge at Miraz and to provide a fund to cover running costs for at least the 
first 5 years. The CSJ trustees have allocated f10,000 as a designated fund for Miraz. 
This has provided the working capital needed to launch the appeal and fund the project 
so that work on Phases 1 & 2 could proceed while the funds are still being raised. For 
more details of budget, please contact Alisan Thorp. 

'Tliank you to everyone wlio lias made donatíons so far and 
made tliis yroject yossíb{e - ít lias been an amazíng 

acliíevement but we stí{{ need your lie[P ín raisíng Juntfs. 



*** News from Míraz *** 

Tfie Wínter Caretaker 

Three volunteers offered to keep the new refuge open, warm and occupied over the 
winter; this is a letter received from one of them, Bob Mullen, just in time for the 

AGM. (For additional photos, please see CSJ website) 

Greetings from Miraz! The weather at present 
remains cold at night, but the days have become 
warm and sunny. There's still plenty of firewood 
and kindling and the gas heater fills in any gaps. 

The transition between winter caretakers was 
made smoothly the first week of January thanks 
to the excellent orientation provided by the 
outgoing caretaker, Conrad Halloran. No ground 
was lost with regard to passing on local 
knowledge or maintaining community relations. 

Conrad left behind a protective wall in the attic around the staircase, as well as the 
start of a path running between the back door of the refuge and the stable. Since his 
departure, Luis continued to make good progress on the bathroom, painting and 
tiling as he goes along. He reports that the work is progressing "sin problemas." 
The present caretaker has cleaned out the stable and arranged with Pilar to have 
the Ayuntamiento haul off the old mattresses and assorted other rubble. AII of the 
dry kindling has now been cut into manageable lengths, with the result that the 
stove can be lit in no time at all. 

There are a number of old mills in the area which make good focal points far walks. 
In addition, a shortcut to Parga has turned up, a forest track, which cuts off a stretch 
of road walking and shortens the time needed to reach Parga on foot to just over an 
hour. The village still talks about the "shortcut" taken by Conrad and Stewart last 
year, which, after an hour anda half of walking, brought them not to Parga but right 
back to Miraz! 

In the opinion of the present caretaker, anyone visiting the refuge in the future, 
whether as a pilgrim oras a hospitalero will find a real gem of a place - tidy, cozy, 
and above all welcoming. 

Have a good AGM. Good luck with the fundraising. Hasta luego. 

Bob 

'Dates Oyen 2006 

The refuge will be open this year from 28 March to 1 November 



.JíogJítaléros prepare for tlie new season at :Míraz 

On Saturday 25th February, 23 people attended a day for Miraz hospitaleros at 
Wordsley near Birmingham. lt was interesting and instructive with practica! information 
as well as discussion on what is expected of a hospitalero and the needs and 
expectations of pilgrims on a less travelled route. Alan Cutbush presented the 
hospitaleros guide for 2006. An understanding of what Miraz is like, what the villagers 
feel and what it i•s like to be a hospitalero in other places were also explored. 

Colin Jones hosted the day at his house and cooked Caldo Gallego which was much 
appreciated. lt was good to see so many members keen to help at Miraz. 

Maureen Young 

Progress 

lt has been quite an eventful winter In 
Miraz with the arrival of sorne wolves in 
the area and the bus crashing into the 
castle wall. In the meantime, thanks to 
the skills and time given by many 
volunteers, a lot of work has been 
completed. The refuge is now well 
supplied with bunk beds and other 
essential household equipment. The 
property has been rewired, we have our 
own water supply from the new borehole 
(cost f2, 130); there is a new bathroom 
(cost f2,500) and numerous other 
improvements have been made. A 
working party will be at Miraz from 14-29 
March cleaning, painting, repairing the 
roof and continuing to make the refuge 
welcoming and comfortable. There are 
still sorne majar tasks to be completed, 
such as a new drainage system etc so 
please keep helping with the fundraising. 



*** :funáraisíng *** 

'Recent 'Events 

We are very grateful to the following members who have organised local events and 
raised a total of f:812 between them. 

- Colín Janes - Galician lunch, talk about Miraz, photos & chat 

- William Griffiths - walks in London 

- Little Company of Pilgrims (Toronto) - showing "Within the Way Without" 

- Katherine Lack - supper and showing "Within the Way Without8 

- Jane & Mike Bradshaw's "1,000 miles and a Glass of Wine" 
About a hundred people squeezed into the church hall at Christ the King, Thornbury on 
Saturday 11 February for this talk on our pilgrimage from Le Puy en Velay to Santiago: 
the numbers exceeded our greatest expectations. The talk itself was well received, 
helped by the excellent tapas provided by the Christ the King parish team and the wine, 
much of which was a gift from members of the Confraternity and also from 
Vinoselección, a Spanish wine club from whom we occasionally buy wine. Many 
Confraternity members attended, sorne travelling a considerable distance. One member 
from Taunton, who thought she had come a long way, was surprised to find she was 
sitting next to two members from Sheffield. The proceeds were divided equally between 
the parish building fund and the Miraz appeal, with f:265 going to each. 

We would consider repeating the talk, perhaps in its non-alcoholic guise as '1,000 Miles 
in About Sixty Minutes', for the benefit of the Miraz fund if other members within a 
twenty mile or so radius of Thornbury would like to host a similar meeting and feel they 
could get a worthwhile audience together. Unfortunately we can't repeat the 
refreshments! Contact Mike and Jane Bradshaw via the Confraternity office. 
Míke & Jane Bradshaw and Atan Brown 

No 'Events ín Your .'Area ? J-fow a6out .. ... 

• Sharing your favourite walk with other members ? - as Patricia Watson is on 
June 1 O - see Forthcoming Events on next page. 

• Holding a coffee morning and sharing your camino experiences ? - as Jane & 
Mike Bradshaw are on March 18 - see next page. 

• Visit local places of interest - as Tony Ward is on June 1 O - see next page. 

• Events particularly wanted in Scotland, Wales & E Anglia please 

lf you wish, we can include details of your event in the next newsletter and / or directly 
notify members in your area 



:f ortficomíng 1:vents 

Please help support the following members with their fundraising 

Saturday 18 March Coffee Morning UK - Midlands West 
10-12 a.m. At the Methodist Church Hall, Oldbury on Severn, S.Glos 
Further details from Jane & Mike Bradshaw Te/: 01454- 413199, email: 
jane. bradshaw3@btínternet.com 

Saturday 29 April Marathon lreland- Co. Limerick 
Ballyhoura Walking Festival 

Angelika Schneider will be taking part in the walking marathon - please support this 
amazing effort by sponsoring her - using the attached donation form or via 
www.justgiving.com then selecting "Sponsor a Friend" 
Further details Te/: 00353-851-393494 oremail: amhschneider@hotmail.co.uk 

Saturday 1 O June Guided Historie Tour and BBQ UK - SW 
2.00pm. Guided Tour of Historie St.Neot, Cornwall - lead by Mrs Jill Thomas -
Secretary of St.Neot Local Historians - followed by Garden BBQ (inside if wet) at 
Syracuse, home of Tony and Margaret Ward. Please note that the tour will be 
different from that at the Pilgrim reunion held in Spring last year. [5 for tour + donation 
for food. 
Further details Te/: 01579 320480 oremaíl: csj@syracuse.f9.co.uk 

Saturday 1 O June Sussex Coastal Walk UK - SE 
10.15am. Meet inside Eastbourne Railway station and join Patricia Watson on her 
favourite walk - 11 miles along the Sussex coast from Eastbourne to Seaford - and 
enjoy the stunning views of the South Downs, Beachy Head, the Seven Sisters and 
Cuckmere Haven. Lunch at pub or bring your own. Optional meal in Seaford at the end 
of the day. Suggested donation [1 O. 
Further details Te/: 01372-274398 oremaif.·patricia.watson@ukgateway.net 

Sunday 25 June West Way Walk- in reverse! UK- London 
11.30am. Meet at St James RC Church in Twickenham after Sunday Mass. Walk with 
Gosia to Ealing Broadway via Brentford Locks, Grand Union Canal, Osterley Park, 
Richmond Park, Kew, River Thames, Boston Manor Park, Lammas Park, Walpole Park. 
Ending at Ealing Abbey for Vespers 6pm. Optional meal at local Portuguese 
Restaurant at the end of the day. Suggested donation [1 O. 
Further details Te/: 0208 560 0120 oremail Gosia.brykczynska@btinternet.com 

Date: tba "Within the Way Without" lreland - Co Cork 
A DVD showing of the film which follows 3 pilgrims on the Camino. Further details from 
Padraig MacSweeney Te/: 00353 2146 31974 email: macsweeneyp@eircom.net 

Comíng soon 

Watch for more details in the June Newsletter 
Sunday 16 July Circular walk in the Wye Valley UK-SW 
Dates: tba Wine-Tastings 



Otfier On-goíng :funáraísíng 6y Mem6ers 

"Compostelle -The Ceaseless Tramp of Feer 
CD - including over 300 photos - written diary of a member's experiences along the 
raute fram Le Puy to Santiago, as well as sorne historie perspectives along the way. 
Send cheque far f6 (UK) or f7 (non-UK) payable to "AJ H Grant" to 
Andrew Grant, 168 Newhaven Rd, Edinburgh EH6 4QB, Scotland. 
Te/: 0044 (O) 131 554 1737. Mínimum of f:4.50 per CD donated to Miraz 
NB: CD suitable far playing on computer, NOT on DVD player 

Cottages for rent in Rural France 
Set in picturesque hamlet 5km fram market town of Garran in S Normandy / E Brittany. 
Variety of restored traditional accommodation, with modern facilities, far 2-6 people. 
Bayeaux and Le Mont St. Michel within easy reach. Good walking and cycling area. 
Costs range from f:140 to f300 per week of which 50% will go to the Miraz Appeal. 
Full details from Chris & Andrea Masters, La Cretouffiere, Colombiers du Plessis, 
53120 Garran, France. Te/: (0033) 243 08 00 20, Email: andreamast@libertysurf.fr 
Website: www.philm.demon.ca. uk/HolidavCottaqesl 

"My Camino : a personal pilgrimage" 
Michael Moon's book fallowing in the faotsteps of his ancestor who walked fram St 
Jean-de-Pied-de-Port to Santiago in 1280AD. Many colour photos. f:6.50 per copy to 
Miraz. Order from office or online bookshop f:12.99 + p&p (UK-f:1.21, Eu-f:2.1 O, ROW f:3.95) 

Pilgrim Staffs, Calendars, Mugs 
. 

-~ t A ,, 
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William Marques has hand-made sorne beautiful 
pilgrim staffs, in a variety of woods and heights, 
far us to sell in aid of Miraz. Available fram the 
office. Prices f20-f35 

Calendars 
Mary Moseley & Sue Booth designed and 
donated a 2006 calendar of the Camino 
Portuguese. Now reduced to f 1. Order via the 
office or the online Bookshop. 

Mugs - f5 + p&p (UK-f:1.50, Eu-f:2, ROW f:3 .50) 
Desi ned b the fundraisin team. 



*** Contacts *** 

Any suggestions, offers or comments, please contact the following by email or via the 
office 

Co-ordinators - Maureen & Keith Young - maureenyoung101@hotmail.com 
Fundraising / Newsletter - Alisan Thorp - alison.thorp@virgin.net 
Operations/ Hospitaleros - Alan Cutbush - alan@cutbush35.fsnet.co.uk 
Property - Peter FitzGerald - peter_of_chichester@tiscali.co.uk 
Publicity (Europe) - Marion Marples - office@csj.org.uk 
Publicity (Rest of the World) - Rebekah Scott - rebrites@yahoo.com 

CSJ - Miraz Appeal - Donation Form 

Name ........................................................................................................................................................... . 

Address ...................................................................................................................................................... . 

o I am a CSJ member and my membership number is .............................. (if known) 

o I am not a CSJ member 

Payment 

o I wish to support this appeal by making a donation of E ..... . 

o I wish to sponsor Angelika on her Marathon walk E ..... . 

o I endose a cheque made payable to "CSJ - Miraz Appeal" 
o I authorise the CSJ to charge my credit card as follows 

Visa/ Mastercard Number - - - - / - - - - / - - - - / -

Expiry Date - - / - -

Signed ................................................................................ . Date: ............................... . 

Gift Aid o I ama UK taxpayer and wish to add 28p to each [1 by authorising the 
CSJ to claim Gift Aid on my donation 

Please send the completed form to : CSJ - Miraz Appeal, 27 Blackfriars Road, 
London SE1 8NY, UK 


